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CO-CHAIRS’ CORNER 
 
When we think of hibernation, many of us tend to think of 

bears snuggling down for their winter sleep. Like other 

furry hibernators, they pig out in the warmer months, eat-

ing carbs and gaining weight, while preparing a den lined 

with leaves and twigs. When winter sets in, the bears hole 

up in their dens and go without eating, drinking, exercis-

ing, or relieving themselves for as long as 100 days. They 

wake up somewhat lighter but apparently none the worse 

for wear. 
 

As people we don’t hibernate to these extremes, but we do 

stay indoors more in the winter months. We conserve ener-

gy to stay warm! Our winter hibernation is a mysterious 

time of rest and rediscovery. 
 

At the Finnish Center, we are never really hibernating but 

staying busy making pasties, hosting dinners and other 

events, restocking the gift shop, planning and fundraising, 

and sharing ideas among our board of trustees and commit-

tees. A little hibernation is good for the soul but when the 

sun and longer days return, it’s time to start getting on with 

it.  
 

We hope our FCA members are enjoying a peaceful and 

healthy winter season.  
 

With gratitude, 
        
Roger Wanttaja and Christine Manninen 
Co-chairs,  
Board of Trustees 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

FINNISH CENTER  
ASSOCIATION 

 

Hours of Operation 
 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
11:00 am - 3:00 pm 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

FEBRUARY 

Thursday, February 2   FCA Bakers 9:30 am 
Friday, February 3   Buffet 4:30-7:30 pm 
Wed., February 15   Valentine Lunch 12:30  
Friday, February 17    Buffet 4:30-7:30 pm 
Sunday, February 19    Annual Meetings 
     Senior Housing 1 pm 
     FCA 3 pm 
Friday, February 24   Lenten Buffet 4:30-7:30 
Saturday, February 25   Rental 
Sunday, February 26   Rental 
 
MARCH 

Friday, March 3   Rental 
Saturday, March 4   Rental 
Friday, March 10   Lenten Buffet 4:30-7:30 
Friday, March 17   Lenten Buffet 4:30-7:30 
Friday, March 24   Lenten Buffet 4:30-7:30  
Friday, March 31   Lenten Buffet 4:30-7:30  
 

Finnish Emoji 

 
Duluth, Minnesota 
July 26-30, 2023 
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35200 W. Eight Mile Road 
Farmington Hills, MI 
48335-5108 
Tel: (248) 478-6939 
finnishcenter@gmail.com 
www.finnishcenter.org 
 
 

Officers 
Co-Chairs 
Christine Manninen  

Roger Wanttaja 
Vice Chair, Kathryn Hill 
Treasurer, Christina Lovgren 
Secretary & Asst. Treasurer,  
Linda Poirier  
 
 

Board of Trustees 
1 Year 
Kathryn Hill, Ed O’Brien,  
James Lee 
2 Year 
Irene Lamanen, Linda Poirier, 
Roger Wanttaja 
3 Year 
Jerry Collins, Sherrill Tedford, 
Christine Manninen 
 
Alternates 
#1 Paul Rajala 
#2 Mia Lamminen 
 

Financial Review 
Mary Kaye Aukee 
Gene Belttari 
Paul Potti 
 
 
Committee Chairpersons 
Building & Grounds 
Roger Wanttaja 
Cultural 
Yvonne Lockwood 
Education 
Ilona Takakura 
Finance 
Mia Lamminen 
Gift Shop 
Janet Suomi 
Mailing 
Alice Manley 
Membership 
Sherrill Tedford 
Publicity & Publications 
Ed O’Brien 
Social 
Mary O’Brien 
 
 

SENIOR CITIZEN HOUSING  
CORPORATION 
Olli Lamminen, Chairman 
 

Tapiola Village 
Laura Fultz, Manager 
(248) 471-3802 
tapiola@ameritech.net 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2023 

SOCIAL NEWS 
 

Friday Night Buffets are back.  
Buffets begin on February 3, 17. 

 

Lenten Buffet schedule is February 24, March 10, 17, 24, 31.  
Lenten buffets will include a fish entrée. 

 
St. Urho Party March 17 following the Friday  
Night Buffet. 
 

February 15 - Valentine luncheon 12:30 pm.  
Sliders (little meat sandwiches), Chips and Salad with an  
assortment of Valentine desserts. Donations appreciated. 
 

Spring Flea Market and Bake Sale 
Saturday, April 22 
 

Vendors wanted. Please contact the FCA (248) 478-6939 or via email at  
finnishcenter@gmail.com or to Mary O’Brien at jeepinmary@yahoo.com 
 

I look forward to seeing you. 
 

Mary O’Brien 
Social Chairperson 

ANNUAL MEETINGS 
 

February 19, 2023,  in person at the FCA or via Zoom. 
 

FCA Senior Citizens Housing Corporation (Senior Housing)1 pm. 
Finnish Center Association (FCA) 3 pm. 

 
The FCA has three Board of Trustee positions to fill and three candidates. They 
will be voted in by acclamation during the meeting.  The biographies of each Can-
didate are included in this newsletter. 
 
Members present in person or via Zoom will be voting on Trustee Alternates, 
Committee Chairpersons and Financial Review Committee. 
 
If you are unable to attend these important meetings, you can have another mem-
ber who attends the meeting vote on your behalf.  You would need to complete a 
proxy form. This proxy form can be emailed to you by requesting one 
via finnishcenter@gmail.com  or calling FCA (248) 478-6939 to have one mailed 
to you. 
 
Note, whether we email you a proxy form or paper mail a proxy form to you, the 
completed paper proxy form needs to be at the FCA prior to the start of the meet-
ing. 
 
If you have any questions, please call or email FCA. 

mailto:finnishcenter@gmail.com
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SUNSHINE LADY 
 

Sending get-well cards, thinking-of-you cards, words-
of-encouragement cards to members. 
 

This little-known function has been around for many 
years, and can only be accomplished when I am noti-
fied that someone needs a card. Send or call your card 
requests to the attention of the “Sunshine Lady” at the 
FCA. 

 

Thank you,  
Eunice Potti Gould 
 
 

 
 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

The FCA will be awarding scholarships for individuals 
pursuing study or training beyond secondary educa-
tion. Applicants should provide a connection to the 
FCA, Finland, or interest in the Finnish culture/
language. Applications for the 2023 scholarships are 
available on the FCA website and are due February 1. 

KATHRYN HILL  
All four of my grandparents were born in Finland.  My 
paternal grandparents emigrated from Finland to Iron-
wood, MI. My mom was born in NYC but raised in 
Finland.  Both my parents, Toivo and Maria Hill were 
active volunteers of FCA since its inception. 
 

I have a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree from 
Wayne State University. The latter part of my career 
was spent in management. I was blessed to be able to 
retire three years ago. 
 

Knowing that I wanted FCA always to be part of my 
life, I became a life member in 1984. Over the years I 
have enjoyed going to FCA functions but it wasn’t un-
til my retirement that I started to actively volunteer 
much more of my time. It has been enlightening to 
learn how many volunteer hours it takes for us to keep 
FCA open and stable. 
 

I have served on our Board of Trustees for one term.  
This last year my role was as Vice Chair. I would be 
honored if re-elected to serve a second term. 
 

FCA BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
CANDIDATES 2023 

 

ED O’BRIEN  
I have been helping at FCA on and off for the last 
few years now as my mother, Mary, recently 
served as FCA Chairperson. I have served as an 
alternate of the Board of Trustees since 2019.  This 
last spring, I became a member of the Board due to 
a resignation of one Board member.  In addition to 
serving on the Board, I provide technical support 
and guidance to FCA by assisting with the gift 
shop online store, the FCA website, and organizing 
Zoom calls for the Board.  I also have served as 
publicity chair for the last two years, and part of 
that has been sending out FCA emails that you 
hopefully are receiving on a regular basis.  I also 
volunteer in the gift shop and help out whenever I 
can.   
 

Outside of FCA, I have a Master’s degree in Auto-
motive Engineering from University of Michigan 
and am currently working as Software Developer 
for Amazon.  I enjoy hiking and traveling and have 
been to Finland several times.  I am very interested 
in keeping alive the Finnish Culture in the metro 
Detroit area so I hope that you will vote for me to 
continue in my role as a Trustee. 

JANET SUOMI  
My Finnish connection is my husband, Bill, who 
grew up in Ishpeming of Finnish parents.  We were 
married for 44 years, and I learned a lot from him 
about Finnish ways. After his passing three years 
ago, I wanted to be part of the Finnish Center. I 
volunteered as Chairman of the gift shop this year.  
I was already familiar with most of the merchan-
dise and loved it. 
 

I grew up in Howell and graduated from University 
of Michigan in Education, teaching second grade 
and remedial reading for 30 years in Saline and 
Pinckney. After I retired, we spent our time in 
Ocean Springs, MS and Paradise, Michigan. We 
had a cottage on Whitefish Bay for 35 years.  We 
often went to Marquette and shopped at Touch of 
Finland.  We also shopped at Paul’s Finnish Bak-
ery in Soo, Canada.  I might be considered a 
Yooper. 
 

I have two stepdaughters who are also Finnish 
(their mother is Finnish and grew up in Hancock). 
One of them belongs to the Finlandia Foundation 
of Colorado. I have learned a lot from them and 
their families. 



LOOM DONATION 
 
The FCA has been offered a 
loom. It was made by the fa-
ther of a former member, 
Kathy Haapinen, who lives 
near Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
The measurements of the 
loom are 65” across and 54” 

from top to bottom. It is now disassembled.  
 

We are looking for a volunteer to pick up the loom. 
Is there a FCA member or a friend of the Center who 
would drive to get the loom? The Center’s weavers 
fund will pay for gas and compensation for time. 
 

Please email the FCA at finnishcenter@gmail.com if 
you have any questions or for more information. 
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JANUARY PASTY EVENT 
 
Pasties were made at the FCA on Friday January 13 and Saturday January 14.  There were several new volun-
teers, which was important because some of the regular volunteers were unable to participate.   
 
On Friday the peeling and dicing workers were Dee Abersold, Peggy Burns, Karen Call, Jon Call, Jerry Col-
lins, Larry Gersky, Jesse Hatten, Gene Kramer, Mare Kramer, Bob McAlpine, Bruce Mikko, Fred Page, 
Sandy Reidenbaugh, David Sharpe and Sherrill Tedford. Unfortunately, our dicing machine malfunctioned 
just when the peeling procedure was complete and several of our heroic volunteers remained on overtime to 
dice the onions, carrots, potatoes, and rutabaga manually.  Thank you to all. 
 
On Saturday, volunteers worked the dough, mixed the meat, scooped the meat, crimped and baked the pasties, 
transported them to the cooling tables, packaged and sold the product, and remained through the dishwashing 
and cleaning process.  These wonderful workers were Gene Belttari, Peggy Burns, Korrie Chipps, Bette Clary, 
Bryant Clary, Kim Everett, Frank Gottberg, Nancy Hanson, Kathryn Hill, John Hookana, David Koskela, 
Katy Koskela, Rick Lampi, Yvonne Lockwood, Neil Manley, Sue Mannisto, Nancy McClenahan, Nancy Ra-
jala, Paul Rajala, Maire Vint, John Welsh, Martha Welsh, and Brian Winkler.  
 
With so many hands and feet, workers were able to take well deserved breaks without a disruption of the as-
sembly line.  All workers made for a successful fundraiser.  Thank you! 
 
Paul Rajala, FCA pasty coordinator 

UPCOMING CHARITY POKER EVENTS 
at Vision Lanes in Westland 

 
As a non-profit 501(c)3 organization the FCA partici-
pates in up-to-four State of Michigan Millionaire Par-
ty events annually. For this fundraiser our volunteer 
members will sell and redeem chips for the poker 
games at the current venue, Vision Lanes on Ford 
Road in Westland. We have four consecutive dates 
for each event.  

Thursday, March 16  10 am - 6 pm 
Friday, March 17  10 am - 6 pm 

Saturday, March 18   6:30 pm - 2 am 
Sunday, March 19   6:30 pm - 2 am 

 

If you are available to volunteer for a full or half shift 
(no special skills required), please contact the FCA at 
(248) 478-6939 or Ilona Takakura at (734) 228-8225 
or via email at rccilona@hotmail.com 

LASKIAINEN - SHROVE SUNDAY 
 

Shrove Sunday, or Finland’s version of Mardi Gras, is celebrated in February seven weeks before Easter on a 
Tuesday. Laskiainen is traditionally a day of sledge riding. In the past, folks believed the further you can ride 
with your sleigh, the better the next year’s crop would be. Also eating heavy foods, like peas soup and buns 
filled with jam or almond paste, would have the same effect. Nowadays people enjoy the Laskiainen buns 
simply because they’re delicious. And sleigh riding is always fun. Shrove Tuesday is February 21 this year. 
 

A must-try Shrove Sunday treat is the laskiaispulla - a bun filled with whipped cream and either berry jam or 
almond paste. Nowadays, tasty vegan options are also available in many cafés or shops. Here in Southeast 
Michigan we celebrate with the Polish pᶏczki. 



MEMORIALS 
 

In memory of FCA life member Gloria Leskinen 
(1/6/23) Donations have been made by Kelly Jo 

Bowyer, Kathryn Hill, and George & Leslie  
Hartley. 

 

In memory of Carmen DeLashmutt (12/27/22), 
mother of FCA member Nancy Rajala, a donation 

has been made by Kathryn Hill. 
 

In memory of FCA life member Esther Taurianen 
(12/1/22) donations have been made by Anne 

Young and Nancy Smith. 
 

In memory of FCA life member Lillian Niemi 
(11/12/22) a donation has been made by  

Jill Makinen. 
 

In memory of FCA life member Joyce Patterson 
(7/6/19) a donation has been made by  

Robert Patterson. 
 

In memory of Elsie & Bob Usitalo a donation  
has been made by Kath Usitalo. 

 
The FCA would also like to extend condolences to 
the family of former FCA member and dedicated 

Gift Shop volunteer Amy Lowell (12/28/22) and to 
the family and friends of FCA life member  

Dagne Carlson (12/23/22). 
 

When making a memorial donation, you may direct 
it toward a specific fund. The funds available are: 
FCA General Fund, Library, Scholarship, Hoijakat 
Folk Dancers, Drama Club, Finn Weavers, Garden 
Club, FinnFolk Musicians and Finnish American 
Singers. If a donation is undesignated, it goes to the 
General Fund for expenses of the Finnish Center. 
The family of the deceased may direct undesignated 
donations toward a specific fund (up to one year 
after date of death). 
 

Please make your check out to the Finnish Center 
Association and send donations to: FCA, 35200 W. 
Eight Mile Rd., Farmington Hills, MI  48335. Me-
morial donations can now be made online on our 
revised FCA website; finnishcenter.org. 
 

Please include full name, address, dates of death 
and birth of the deceased as well as the name and 
address of the next of kin to whom the acknowledg-
ment card is to be mailed. 
 

If you know of a member, parent, or child of a 
member who is passed away, please contact the 
FCA. 
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Gloria Joyce Leskinen, of 
Wixom, Michigan was born 
October 31, 1928, in Detroit, 
Michigan. She passed away at 
her home on January 6, 2023, 
at the age of 94. 
 

Gloria is preceded in death by 
her parents Otto and Rachel 
Mackie and her husband Bruno 
Leskinen (d. 1997). 
 

Gloria attended Mackenzie High School in Detroit and 
met Bruno Leskinen at the Finnish Cultural Center. 
Bruno asked her for a dance on a bet. Gloria married 
Bruno on September 9, 1950 in Detroit, Michigan and 
in 1969 they moved from Redford to Wixom where 
they would raise their 3 sons, Erick, David and Neil. 
 

Mrs. Leskinen worked at Hudson's in the J.L. Hudson 
Building in Detroit and Sears at the Livonia mall. She 
had been a lifetime member of the Finnish Cultural 
Center (FCA) and past member of the Detroit Finnish 
Cooperative Summer Camp Association (Finn Camp). 
She was proud of her Finnish heritage and danced to all 
the Finnish music. Gloria was an active member of the 
Lutheran church having taught Sunday school for many 
years. 
 

Gloria was on the Wixom Senior Citizen Commission 
from January 2002 through October 2014 and was 
awarded a proclamation from the City of Wixom for 
her longtime service to the community. She was a lov-
ing mother to three sons whom she raised to be inde-
pendent and successful. She loved to travel herself and 
with Bruno, together they traveled across the county 
many times. She visited Finland, the Arctic Circle, Ha-
waii, and the Caribbean. She will be remembered for 
her great sense of humor which she retained until the 
end. 
 

She is survived by her sons Erick Leskinen, David 
(Barbra) Leskinen, Neil Leskinen and grandchildren 
Kevin Leskinen and Rachelle (Tom) Leskinen. 
 

Memorials may be made to Shepherd of the Lakes Lu-
theran Church or the Finnish Center Association. 
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ROBERT ALAN SAASTO 
 
An attorney practicing personal injury and automobile accident law from his office in the Village of 

Woodbury on Long Island, New York State, recently received a notable award from the Finnish government. 
Robert Alan Saasto was awarded with the Knight of the Order of the Lion of Finland by the President of Fin-
land during the celebration of Finland’s Independence Day on December 6, 2022, at the official residence of 
the Finnish Consul General of New York. 

 At the ceremony Ambassador Jarmo Sareva said:  “For decades Robert has actively researched and 
nurtured the history of Finland in New York State and across the United States. He is a New York lawyer 
whose grandparents and mother immigrated in the 1920s. Saasto grew up in the Finnish neighborhood of 
Finntown in Brooklyn’s Sunset Park, where at its peak around 20,000 Finns lived.  

“Thanks to Robert’s persistence and work, the first cooperative apartment buildings in the country, 
built by Finnish immigrants beginning in 1916, have been listed in the United States & National Register of 
Historic Places. Since 2019, thanks to Robert’s work, commemorative plaques have been attached to the walls 
of these buildings, reminding everyone of the Finnish history of the area and the achievements of the Finns.”  

Sassto and a New York judge connected with Michigan’s Finnish American lawyers in Michigan by 
forming the Finnish American Lawyers of America. In the summer of 2003, The Honorable John Pessala, a 
Family Court Judge in Nassau County New York, now Executive Director, together with Robert Alan Saasto, 
Esq., now President, announced the formation of the Finnish American Lawyers Association (FALA) and ac-
tively engaged upon a campaign of seeking members. The only requirement was that the member be a lawyer, 
have some Finnish blood, and be willing to add his/her name to this distinguished group. There would be no 
dues or committees. Attendance at membership meetings would not be mandatory, however, attendance was 
strongly recommended because the meetings would take place at a restaurant or other appropriate facility 
where comradery, food, and drink would be the order of business.   

At the Finlandia Foundation Annual Dinner Dance, the then Consul General in New York, Jukka 
Leino, an attorney, was "ensnarled". The Honorary Consuls of Connecticut, Louisiana and New Jersey soon 
followed as they encountered the aggressive but heartwarming appeals to add their names to the "cause". The 
initial "recruits" were several young recent Finnish law grads attending the major top law schools in New 
York pursuing their masters of law degrees, as well as young Finnish lawyers working at the top Wall Street 
law firms. 

Over the ensuing months gatherings took place at different locales including a dinner boat trip around 
Manhattan on The World Yacht (owned by a Finn), a Vappu dinner/dance in Shelter Island NY, (celebrity 
lawyer Dominic Barbara being the main speaker), and a dinner at the renowned Palm Restaurant in NYC 
wherein an award was presented to Appellate Justice John Lahtinen and wherein former Mayor of New York 
Rudy Giuliani made a guest appearance, having been appropriately spotted and recruited for the occasion by 
Justice Pessala. 

In August of 2004 the FALA celebrated it's first year of existence at the home of Robert Alan Saasto, 
Esq., in Long Island, New York. Attending were representatives from The Consulate General of Finland in 
New York, The Finnish Masonic Sibelius Lodge, Finnair, Imatra Foundation, Finnish American Chamber of 
Commerce, the Finnish Church and Finland Center Foundation. 

Today, there are eight members from Michigan, 
including Paul Potti from Farmington, Neil Lehto from 
Berkley and Steve Lehto from Southfield.  

Left: Robert Saasto  
Right: Jarmo Sareva consul  
general of Finland to New York  

Submitted by Neil Lehto 
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MUSHING THROUGH MICHIGAN 
 
Have any of you ever watched the TV series Life Below Zero or Life Below Zero: Next Generation? If you 
have you would have seen dog mushing. Dogs and sleds are used to check trap lines, carry supplies for over-
night hunting trips, carry wood for heating homes and more. The Siberian Husky is a popular choice for 
mushing as they have a desire to run. One of the people featured on the show, Jesse Holmes, has 41 dogs he 
uses to help break trails and trains them for the Iditarod where on his first time participating in that race he 
won Rookie of the Year. 
 

Michigan’s mushing community is made up of enthusiasts from all walks of life. There are white collar pro-
fessionals, factory workers, and those who live off the gird. 
 

Some tour snowy woods and trails for fun. Others race as amateurs, some with the eye toward big money 
events like Alaska’s Iditarod. Some also are in the business of offering tours. Many simply enjoy teaching 
others who are new to mushing. All share a common love of winter—and mushing. 
 

Here are a few places you can visit to get information on tours, dog sled rides, overnight dogsledding adven-
tures and more: 
 

 Treetops Resort, Gaylord, offers a ten-minute dog sled ride. Visit treetops.com for more information.  
 

 Nature’s Kennel Sled Dog Adventures, McMillan, offers a ten-mile, three-hour mushing experience or 
you can book an overnight dogsledding adventure with accommodations in a heated cabin or yurt.  

      natureskennel.com.  
 
 Marquette Recreational Tours is the home of the US 200, a race where mushers travel from Marquette to-

ward Munising in the 240-mile course, through sections of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore then on to 
Grand Marais. An internet search will provide more information about mushing in Marquette. 

 

 How about a meet and greet the dogs, learn the history of dogsledding, and take an 8-10 mile tour aboard 
a dogsled at Husky Haven Kennels, Singleton, huskyhavenkennels.com.  

 

 Otter River Sled Dog Training Center and Wilderness Adventures, Tapiola, where you can choose from a 
variety of tours. Visit them at facebook.com/otterriversleddogs.  

 

 
 
 
Some mushing commands include:  
• Gee! Turn left. 
• Haw! Turn right 
• Come gee! Turn 180 degrees 
• Come haw! Turn left 180 degrees 
• Line out! Tells the lead dog to pull the 

teams out straight from the sled while 
hooking up and unhooking dogs. 

• On by! Go by another team, trail inter-
section or other distraction. 

• Whoa! To halt a team while putting 
pressure on the brake. 

 

 

 

 

Sources: How to Experience Dog Shedding in Michigan on the web, Michigan Blue Magazine and AAA Liv-
ing Magazine (January/February 2023) 



 
FCA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR    ____ RENEWAL 
 
Date____________Phone:__________________email:_______________________ 
 
Applicant________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant/Spouse_________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________________ 
 
City ______________________________State ____ Zip code _____________ 
 
Signature___________________________Are you of Finnish descent?______ 
 
  Annual membership, single, one vote  …………………….    $50.00 
  Annual membership, senior* or youth*, one vote  ………..     $25.00 
          *Senior, over 65 years, youth under 30 years of age 
  Annual membership, couple, two votes ……………….….    $100.00 
  Annual membership, family, one vote …………………….      $75.00 
  Life membership, one vote …………………………………  $500.00 
       Life membership, senior, one vote  (see membership for details) 
Amount enclosed ______________ 
 
Please make check payable to FCA and send to Finnish Center Association,  
Membership, 35200 W. Eight Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI 48335-5108 
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FINNISH CENTER ASSOCIATION 

35200 W. Eight Mile Road 
Farmington Hills, MI 48335-5108 

Current Resident or 

Visit us on “Finnish Center and 
Hall” Facebook page and “like” 
us to get the latest updates! 

FCA Senior Living 
 

One and two bedroom rentals. 
Convenient and affordable in  

highly desirable Farmington Hills, MI 
Contact us at: 

Tapiola Village  (248) 471-3802 
www.fcaseniorhousing.org 

THAYER-ROCK 
FUNERAL HOME 
33603 Grand River, 

Farmington, MI  
(248) 474-4131 

Paul N. Potti, Director 

PAGE 8 FCA NEWS FEBRUARY 2023  


