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FOR MEMBERS OF THE FINNISH CENTER ASSOCIATION

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NOVEMBER
Saturday, November 5
Sunday, November 6
Thurs., November 10
Friday, November 11
Sat., November 12
Sunday, November 13
Sat., November 19

Thurs., November 24
Friday, November 25
Sunday, November 27

DECEMBER
Sat., December 3
Sat., December 10
Friday, December 16
Sat., December 17

Rental
Rental
FCA Bakers 9:30 am
Scandinavian Market
Set up Noon - 5 pm
Scandinavian Market
10 am - 4 pm
General Meeting 3 pm
Rental SWEA Christmas
Fair 9:30 - 2 pm
Thanksgiving
Office Closed
FASM Concert 2 pm @
Emmanuel Lutheran
Church, Livonia

Finnish Independence
Day Celebration
Rental
Novi Concert Band
4:30 - 7:00
Finnish Christmas

CO-CHAIRS’ CORNER
Fall is upon us and there is a crispness in the air and under
our feet. Daylight is shorter, temperatures are cooler, and
the leaves are taking center stage. Birds are beginning to
migrate, squirrels are (quite literally) squirreling away
acorns and seeds, and we humans are stoking the wood
stoves and turning up the thermostats.
Autumn feels like the final crescendo of nature before the
arrival of winter. At FCA, Friday night dinners are a welcome respite, and we are gearing up for the Scandinavian
Market and other holiday gatherings.
Fall teases all our senses. The air seems extra fresh and
there’s always a hint of coolness. The sound of birds on
the move makes us look skyward, while the falling leaves
begin to crunch beneath our feet. Our eyes take in the
beauty of the colors - yellows, oranges, reds and greens against the backdrop of a cerulean sky. We smell wood
fires again and feel the prickly warmth of wool sweaters
and socks, which have risen from the depths of our bureau
drawers.
The change of seasons in Michigan is very defined, each
with its own beauty and associated chores. Preparations for
winter begin: firewood is cut and stacked, leaves are raked,
gardens are cut back and mulched, storm windows are
hung, and summer lawn furniture and toys are stowed.
Fall is also a time to contemplate and reevaluate. With
three quarters of the months behind us, what do we have
yet to accomplish before we flip our calendars to a new
year? There is a certain amount of dread, too, as the first
frost arrives and winter is looming.
The key is to stay present and enjoy each moment and
change as it comes. Each season brings hope for the next.
We hope to see you at FCA soon.
Roger Wanttaja and Christine Manninen
Co-chairs, Board of Trustees
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SOCIAL NEWS
SUNSHINE
LADY

Sending get-well cards, thinking-ofyou cards, words-of-encouragement
cards to members.
This little-known function has been
around for many years, and can only
be accomplished when I am notified
that someone needs a card. Send or
call your card requests to the attention
of the “Sunshine Lady” at the FCA.

November 12 - Scandinavian Market
December 3 - Independence Day
Celebration
December 16 - Novi Concert Band and
Dinner
December 17 - Finnish Christmas
The newsletters and email blasts will
keep you updated on these and upcoming events. We hope to see you at the
FCA soon.
Mary O’Brien
Social Chairperson

Thank you, Eunice Potti Gould

35200 W. Eight Mile Road
Farmington Hills, MI
48335-5108
Tel: (248) 478-6939
Fax: (248) 478-5671
finnishcenter@gmail.com
www.finnishcenter.org
Officers
Co-Chairs
Christine Manninen
Roger Wanttaja
Vice Chair, Kathryn Hill
Treasurer, Christina Lovgren
Secretary & Asst. Treasurer,
Linda Poirier

Board of Trustees
1 Year
Kathryn Hill, Ed O’Brien,
James Lee
2 Year
Irene Lamanen, Linda Poirier,
Roger Wanttaja
3 Year
Jerry Collins, Sherrill Tedford,
Christine Manninen
Alternates
#1 Paul Rajala
#2 Mia Lamminen
Financial Review
Mary Kaye Aukee
Gene Belttari
Paul Potti

Fall at Kensington Metropark

SCANDINAVIAN MARKET
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2022
10 am – 4 pm
at

Finnish Center Association
35200 W. Eight Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI
(248)478-6939 or (734)834-6085

Public Welcome
$2 donation at the door
Featuring:
Imports from Norway, Denmark, Sweden,
Finland and Iceland as well as Scandinavian art
and food, UP recipe pasties, Pulla and Nisu,
decorative art and crafts, Scandinavian clothing,
rag rugs, books, jewelry, pottery and more.
FinnFolk will provide music throughout the day.

Committee Chairpersons
Building & Grounds
Roger Wanttaja
Cultural
Yvonne Lockwood
Education
Ilona Takakura
Finance
Mia Lamminen
Gift Shop
Janet Suomi
Mailing
Alice Manley
Membership
Sherrill Tedford
Publicity & Publications
Ed O’Brien
Social
Mary O’Brien
SENIOR CITIZEN HOUSING
CORPORATION
Olli Lamminen, Chairman

Tapiola Village
Laura Fultz, Manager
(248) 471-3802
tapiola@ameritech.net
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MEMORIALS

THOUGHTS ON THE GARDEN AND LIFE

In memory of FCA life member George “Fritz”
Putkela (3/30/17) a donation has been made by
Joane & Kevin McNabb.

It often seems when November comes along, we realize how quickly the year has passed and how we are
rapidly moving along the road of life.

The FCA would also like to express condolences to
the family and friends of former life member Lillian Heikkinen (10/10/22) and life member Charles
M. Paavo (10/14/22).

Each year, our gardens quickly evolve from onset in
late February to completion in November. In the gardens, new plants appear due to our efforts or those of
“Mother Nature.” while others disappear due to weather conditions or animal predation. This yearly progression is an imitation of human life as we lose loved ones
and acquaintances more often as we mature. This loss
of loved ones and the joyful arrival of newborns is an
ongoing experience in our lives. November is a perfect
time to reflect on this evolution of life and loss that we
continue to experience.

When making a memorial donation, you may direct it toward a specific fund. The funds available
are: FCA General Fund, Library, Scholarship, Hoijakat Folk Dancers, Drama Club, Finn Weavers,
Garden Club, FinnFolk Musicians and Finnish
American Singers. If a donation is undesignated, it
goes to the General Fund for expenses of the Finnish Center. The family of the deceased may direct
undesignated donations toward a specific fund (up
to one year after date of death).
Please make your check out to the Finnish Center
Association and send donations to: FCA, 35200 W.
Eight Mile Rd., Farmington Hills, MI 48335. You
may also direct your donation toward the Elders’
Housing, but then your check must be made out to
FCA Senior Housing. Memorial donations can
now be made online on our revised FCA website;
finnishcenter.org.
Please include full name, address, dates of death
and birth of the deceased as well as the name and
address of the next of kin to whom the acknowledgment card is to be mailed.

One positive of the drought event this year has resulted
in a most beautiful display of fall foliage throughout
the state of Michigan. When we see the assembly of
the light display on Edward Hines Drive, we realize
that the holidays are right around the corner.

Recently, we have been gifted with two new trees as
memorials to a former FCA member who often visited
Finlandia Gardens with her sister. They spent many
happy hours enjoying the beauty of our landscape. In
addition, we have received a donation of garden materials from Patio Plus for use next year.
The attention of our volunteers moves from the gardens to the wood shop in colder weather. If the light is
on, someone is busy inside making or repairing something. Drop by and give greeting, we may have some
hot coffee and a cookie or two for you.
David Sharpe The Garden Guy

FINNISH CENTER
ASSOCIATION

Hours of Operation
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
11:00 am - 3:00 pm

FINNISH HUMOR
What do you call a Finnish coffee maker?
A perkele-tor!
In 2025 the world is set to change its official language to Finnish.
All other languages will be considered unfinished.

Fall at the Finnish Center
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SUCCESSFUL PASTY EVENT
The making and sale of pasties
is an important fundraising
event for the FCA and the
Finnish American Singers of
Michigan. Additional pasties
were made and frozen for sale
at the November 12 Scandinavian Market.
On Friday, September 30, there were 16 volunteers
peeling and dicing vegetables. We would like to
thank Sherrill Tedford, Gene Kramer, Peggy Burns,
Ingrid Kord-Kreuger, Barb Whitty, David Sharpe,
Karen Call, Jon Call, Kathryn Hill, Deborah
Gummerus, and Dee Aebersold. Special thanks go
to Larry Gersky, Jesse Hatten, Bruce Mikko, John
Saarinen, and John Welsh for the additional help
they provided in picking up the produce and remaining after to clean up in the kitchen.
On Saturday, October 1, the list of 20 volunteers
included Neil Manley, Martha Welsh, Brian Winkler, John Welsh, Susan Trescott, Nancy McClenahan, Vickie Kimler, Helena Hatten, Katy Koskela,
David Koskela, Nancy Jacobs, Karen Gasinski,
Nancy Rajala, Yvonne Lockwood, John Hookana,
Gene Belttari, Kendra Dinsdale, Peggy Burns, Jan
Mills, and Frank Gottberg.

Holiday
greetings

There has been a tradition at the Finnish Center to extend holiday greetings to others in our
membership in the December issue of the FCA
Newsletter. This practice has diminished over
the years and the pandemic has weakened it
even more. It would be a boost to our spirits
to see a positive effort for members to let others know that the FCA is still here and continuing in its mission of promoting Finnish Culture and Fellowship.
Please participate by submitting your full
name(s) to the FCA by November 24
(Thanksgiving). Greetings are $10 each. You
can stop by the Finnish Center during business
hours or during special events. For those that
are unable to visit, call the office at (248) 4786939 or email to finnishcenter@gmail.com

Kiitos to you all.
Paul Rajala, pasty coordinator
GIFT SHOP NEWS
The tonttut at the Finnish
Center Gift Shop have been
busily getting ready for the
Scandinavian Market on November 12. They have found
so many delightful items for a
good shopping experience.
Many selections are only
available this time of year.
They are looking forward to seeing you at the market.
You may also shop in person every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 11 am to 3 pm, at special events and through the gift shop website:
https://finnishcenter.org/giftJanet Suomi
Gift Shop Chairperson

shop

FINNFEST USA 2023:
DULUTH, MINNESOTA
The city on the western end of Lake Superior that
boasts the largest Finnish population of any US metro
region, Duluth, will be hosting the 2023 FinnFest.
Plan your summer trip to this beautiful area to enjoy 4
days of shopping, music, lectures, tours, workshops,
language, dance, concerts, films, and more.
The event will be July 26-30, 2023. Find additional
information at https://finnfest.us/festival
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FCA BOARD ESTABLISHES
FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

Have you visited the Library at the Finnish Center
lately? Have you EVER been in the library? Check
it out! The collection includes books in BOTH
Finnish and English. There is a current newspaper
from the Upper Peninsula as well as travel and
“Places to See and Things To Do in the U.P” magazines and brochures that might help you plan that
fall color tour or holiday visits to family up North.
Do you have children, grandchildren, or greatgrandchildren that are in an International Baccalaureate (IB) program at a high school level? The high
school Diploma Programme (DP) requires an Extended Essay, that is an independent research project, culminating with a 4,000-words paper. That is
approximately 16 pages, double spaced, equal to
college dissertations or theses. Students need to be
highly interested and invested in the topic of their
project in order to research effectively and as deeply as needed. It’s possible your students have had
suggestions from family members suggesting research related to their Finnish roots. Occasionally
topics may be suggested that don’t seem interesting
to them at first. However, deeper investigation
shows relevance to current hot topics, family history and stories, or world events. Immigration/
emigration, political unrest, war, ethnic foods, effects of climate, terrorism, or the significance of
certain crafts or pastimes may provide a launching
spot for their IB extended essay and the FCA library may support their research needs! They will
need MANY sources. The following previous essay
topics show the depth of study needed. Send them
our way!
•

•

•

•

“An analysis of costume as a source for
understanding the inner life of the character”
“A study of malnourished children in
Indonesia and the extent of their recovery
after a period of supervised improved nutrition.”
“Doing versus being: language and reality in the Mimamsa school of Indian philosophy.”
“To what extent has the fall in the exchange rate of the US dollar affected the
tourist industry in Carmel, California?”

At its September 14 board meeting, the FCA Board of
Trustees established a Fundraising Committee, which
will pursue funding opportunities for short-term priorities (e.g., new roof) and assess for the longer-term sustainability of FCA. Members with interest or expertise
in the areas of fundraising, grant writing, and planned
giving are encouraged to volunteer their time to these
efforts. The committee will kick off with a meeting in
November. To volunteer, please contact FCA Co-chair
Christine Manninen at (734) 560-8598 or via email at
gol4grl@gmail.com

GET THE FCA NEWS EMAILED TO YOU

The FCA News is printed and mailed out to hundreds
of members each issue. Perhaps you don’t know that
Ed O’Brien, our chairman of publicity and publications, sends out an electronic issue to all those who
have elected to be on the FCA email list. We suspect
that there are likely many of our readers that would
enjoy receiving the newsletter via email. Please note
that for those that do not have email we certainly do
not wish to eliminate printed and mailed copies altogether.

There are three advantages of receiving only the electronic issue. First, you save the FCA the cost of printing and mailing. Second, you receive the newsletter a
few days sooner. But most importantly you will see
the issue in vivid color.
If you would like to be included on the email list for
the newsletter and other FCA happenings that may
come up prior to the next issue of the FCA News,
please contact us at finnishcenter@gmail.com. Let us
know that you wish to have your postal address removed from the snail mail list for the newsletter and
provide your email address.
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FCA MEMBER AND WORLD CHAMPION MATTI KILPELAINEN
Born in Finland, Matti Kilpelainen emigrated to the U.S. as a youth with his family
and made his home in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. After his family moved to Detroit, he became a member of the Cooley High School track team, competing in hurdles, high jump, shot put and pole vault. But it was his skill at the pole vault that
was recognized by track coach Don Canham of the University of Michigan. Matti
was awarded a scholarship and eventually placed in the Big Ten championships.
After graduating with a degree in physical education, Matti ended up teaching PE
and coaching track, spending 35 years in the Detroit Public Schools as an elementary teacher. He was assistant track coach at Wayne State University while attaining a master’s degree there.

Upon retirement, Matti has continued his coaching in the Canton Schools, and has
regularly competed in pole vaulting events. He has set world records in the 55 and
60 age groups. But this past summer at the Master’s world championships in Tampere, Finland, Matti cleared 2.80 m (9’-2”) to win the over age 75 group!
We wish Matti the best as he enters his next scheduled competition on November 8
at Macomb Community College in Warren.

FCA BAKERS
Eight volunteers appeared in the FCA kitchen on October 13 to bake pulla/nisu/biscuit—different names for
the same delicious sweet bread: Kiitoksia Paljon to Dee Aebersold, Peggy Burns, Kendra Dinsdale, Sandy
Gersky, Louise Hartung, Tobie Line, Chris Martin, and Nancy McClenahan. In addition, many thanks to David Sharpe, who opened the Finnish Center for us; and to Paul Rajala, who bought our baking ingredients and
a new kitchen scale for weighing the dough for each loaf, and closed for us.
We will be baking loaves for the Scandinavian Market, which will take place on Saturday, November 12 from
10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Shoppers will have a choice of three types of pulla: cardamom only, cardamom with
brown sugar and cinnamon, and cardamom with raisins, glazed with Pearl sugar and sliced almonds. Be sure
to stop by the FCA baked goods table, which will offer delicious breads, sweet breads, and other baked goods.
Don’t be late - the baked goods sell quickly!
Louise Hartung, for the FCA Bakers

Left: (front to back) Peggy Burns,
Louise Hartung, Sandy Gersky,
Chris Martin
Right: (front to back) Nancy
McClenahan, Dee Aebersold,
Toby Line
(Participant Kendra Dinsdale not
shown)
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FINNISH CENTER ASSOCIATION
35200 W. Eight Mile Road
Farmington Hills, MI 48335-5108

Current Resident or

FCA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR

____ RENEWAL

Date____________Phone:__________________email:_______________________

Visit us on “Finnish Center and
Hall” Facebook page and “like”
us to get the latest updates!

Applicant________________________________________________________
Applicant/Spouse_________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________
City ______________________________State ____ Zip code _____________

FCA Senior Living

Signature___________________________Are you of Finnish descent?______

One and two bedroom rentals.
Convenient and affordable in
highly desirable Farmington Hills, MI
Contact us at:
Tapiola Village (248) 471-3802
www.fcaseniorhousing.org

Annual membership, single, one vote ……………………. $50.00
Annual membership, senior* or youth*, one vote ……….. $25.00
*Senior, over 65 years, youth under 30 years of age
 Annual membership, couple, two votes ……………….…. $100.00
 Annual membership, family, one vote …………………….
$75.00
 Life membership, one vote ………………………………… $500.00
 Life membership, senior, one vote (see membership for details)
Amount enclosed ______________



Please make check payable to FCA and send to Finnish Center Association,
Membership, 35200 W. Eight Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI 48335-5108

THAYER-ROCK
FUNERAL HOME
33603 Grand River,
Farmington, MI
(248) 474-4131
Paul N. Potti, Director

