
August 2019 

Finn ish  Center  Assoc ia t i on  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
      

   August 

 02-04 Rental 

 06  Rental 

 07  Wednesday "Let's Talk" 11 am 

 10  Rental 

 12  Rental 

 14  Wednesday FCA Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

 17  Rental 

 20  Rental 

 24  Rental 

 27  Rental 

 28  Wednesday Pie Day 2 pm 

 30  Friday FCA Open 10 am - 2 pm  

 

   September 

 02  Monday FCA Closed for Labor Day 

 03  Rental 

 07  Rental 

 10  Rental 

 11  Wednesday FCA Joint Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

 11-14  Rental 

 17  Rental 

 19-22  Thursday-Sunday FinnFest USA 

 24  Rental 

 28  Rental 

 

   October 

 04  Friday Night Buffet 5 - 8 pm 

 09  Wednesday FCA Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

 11  Friday Flea Market 10 am - 4 pm 

 12  Saturday Flea Market 10 am - 3 pm 

 18  Friday Night Buffet 5 - 8pm 

 

 

   

FCA News  
FOR MEMBERS OF THE FINNISH CENTER ASSOCIATION 

Weekly Events 

 Finnish American Singers 

      Monday 7 pm (Resumes in Sept.) 

 Library 

      Open Monday 10 am-2 pm 

 Finlandia Garden Club & Wood Shop 

      Mondays 9 am 

Monthly Events 

 Letôs Talk 

      First Wednesday 11 am 

 Book Club 

       Last Monday of the month 1 pm 

 Luncheon 

        Last Wednesday of the month  

        12  noon 

Reservations are recommended  

for all events. 

 

 

FinnFest USA in  

Metro Detroit   

Sept 19 - 22, 2019  
 



SOCIAL NEWS 
 

Summer is one of my favorite times of the year and we have had some great 

events.  The Mid Summer event in June was really a huge success.  Mike Grant 

did a great job with the cookout.  Everyone was happy with hot dogs, brats and 

burgers followed by strawberry shortcake and ice cream.  Roger Wanttaja made 

the bonfire for everyoneôs enjoyment.  
 

July was the ice cream social.  Many turned out for a special day.  We will end 

the month with a cookout.  Fun summer events. 
 

Donôt forget to join us for pie day August 28 at 2 pm.  
 

Mary OôBrien 
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35200 W. Eight Mile Road 

Farmington Hills, MI 

48335-5108 
Tel: (248) 478-6939 

Fax: (248) 478-5671 

finnishcenter@gmail.com 

www.finnishcenter.org 
 

Officers 
Mary OôBrien, Chairman 

Linda Poirier, Vice Chairman 

Ilona Takakura, Treasurer 

Linda Poirier, Secretary & Asst. 
Treasurer 
 

Board of Trustees 

1 Year 

Mia Lamminen, James Lee, 
Mary OôBrien 

2 Year 

Irene Lamanen, Linda Poirier, 

Ilona Takakura 

3 Year 

Cynthia Haffey, Sherrill Tedford, 

Austin Strobridge 

Alternates 
#1 Mike Fadie 

#2 Carol Tudball 

#3 Ilene Yanke 
 

Financial Review 

Maria Lena Kuhn 
Christine Manninen 

Roger Wanttaja 

 

Committee Chairpersons 

Building & Grounds 

Roger Wanttaja 

Cultural 
Yvonne Lockwood 

Education 

Katri Ervamaa 

Finance 
Olli Lamminen 

Gift Shop 

Mary OôBrien 

Mailing 
Alice Manley 

Membership 

Fran Fadie 

Publicity & Publications 
Fran Fadie 

Social 

Mary OôBrien 
 

SENIOR CITIZEN HOUSING  

CORPORATION 
Olli Lamminen, Chairman 
 

Tapiola Village 

Laura Fultz, Manager 

(248) 471-3802 

tapiola@ameritech.net 
 

Freedom Square 

Theresa Show, Manager 

(248) 442-7250 
 

CHAIRMANôS CORNER 
 

I think we have much to be happy about and proud of at The Finnish Center.  As I 

take on responsibilities my eyes are open to many new and exciting things. To 

begin with the gardens. When I drive in and see the beautiful gardens I am 

amazed.  Everyone who works in the gardens should get a round of applause.  In 

this heat they are making it look beautiful and with smiles on their faces. Thank 

you to all of you!  We have so many good volunteers. 

 

All of the people who help with the huge job of our newsletter.  They work hard 

to put this together and to get it out in a timely manner.  Thank you. 

 

And then those who get the tables ready and keep things together for the rent-

als.  Another big job.  Thank you. 

 

And the Scholarship committee.  Did you ever wonder how much time it takes? 

They need our thank you. 

 

And many more. My point is that we have wonderful volunteers but we need 

more. There are so many jobs to do and it takes time and people to do it.  If you 

can only give an hour or a night or a day or whatever it is greatly appreciated. 

 

As you know FinnFestUSA is coming very soon.  This is very excit-

ing.  This is a great time to learn more about our culture.  Letôs 

make this a great event.  I am so happy we have an opportunity like 

this. How can you help? Volunteer.  We need you. Call the Finnish 

Center at (248) 478-6939 or call Erica Guell at  (937) 601-8488. 

 

I hope you are having a wonderful summer.  Enjoy the flowers and the good food 

of summer and the sunshine. 

 

If you have any questions feel free to call me anytime. I am available at the Finn-

ish Center most Mondays, Wednesdays, or Fridays.  Or call my cell (248) 895-

3231. 

 

Mary OôBrien, chairman 
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FCA SUMMER COOKOUT 
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FROM THE LIBRARY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webster defines a giant as a mythical being of human form but superhuman 

size with exceptional ability and courage. How tall do you need to be to be 

called a giant? 
 

As children we would hear about a real man, 8 feet tall who had lived in our 

community and died before we were born. ñBig Louieò was termed the gentle 

giant. He experienced many ways of earning his living; he helped everyone 

who needed help of any kind. 
 

As a child he arrived in the Salo section of the UP near Hancock, Michigan 

from Puolanka, Finland. He was four years old and was his fa-

therôs kaima (namesake). They shared the name Lassi (Heikin poika) Moilan-

en.  Pikku Lassi became Dadôs helper. He entered the mine as a minerôs helper 

as he was big for his age and strong and eager to be a part of his Dadôs crew. 

Soon he was called ñIso Louieò as he grew and grew and grew some more. Big 

Louie would stand out in crowds and reached unbelievable heights; eventually 

he was 8 feet tall. 
 

He was as tall as a tree, as strong as a bear. There was thunder and lightning 

when he laughed. 
 

Five people were stumped by a task which Louie could complete by himself. 

On one occasion he saved a horse by unhitching him from too heavy a load 

and pulling it by himself. 
 

People all over the world heard about our gentle giant and he soon became the 

tallest man in the world. He was quiet and shy but with an upstanding manner 

and respected by all who met him. He solved his problems himself. Everything 

he wore had to be specially made or altered. His shoes were number 19. 
 

After outgrowing his first job in the mine he was approached by 

E.M. Sackrider, who offered to promote him in a direction for a position of his 

own choosing. Soon he was traveling with the Ringling Brothers Barnum and 

Bailey Circus. He stayed there for four years, preferring small groups to min-

gle with. 
 

Positions he filled included bar tending, ending in bar owning. He could ser-

vice both sides of the bar from a sitting position reaching around for his liquor 

supply behind the bar. He kept his establishment under control. It was im-

portant for him to limit his drinkers to those who never lost control of the en-

joyment. 
 

He also was voted in as Justice of the Peace of Hancock in 1911. His educa-

tion was limited as to the law but he overcame his limitations with sincerity 

and understanding. Eventually, when his Dad died at home, he returned to the 

farm and supported his mother. 
 

Big Louieôs health began to fail in 1913. He was acting strangely and Dr. La- 

      (continued on page 5) 

Big Louie standing next to  

an average size man. 

Louie Moilanen Monument 

LOUIS MOILANEN ï THE TALLEST OF THE TALL 
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From the Library (continued from page 4) 
 

bine was called; he pronounced him as critically ill and he was taken to St. Josephôs Hospital for treatment. 

Three days later the giant of the Copper Country was dead. Just a short time before a nurse on duty had ob-

served Big Louie studying his Bible. He had also picked his eight friends as bearers for himself in a 300 pound 

casket. 
 

Dr. Labine performed an autopsy and diagnosed that Big Louie died from tubercular meningitis which had 

reached his brain. He had to be prepared for burial in a special made casket and taken to the cemetery on a 

wagon as big and long as available but it had to be strapped down because it hung over the back of the wagon. 
 

Now, a memorial has been erected in ornate Finnish style with black granite and gold lettering. It is set in front 

of Finlandia Universityôs archival building and was dedicated in 2013 commemorating the 100 years since 

Louis Molianenôs death. The monument has the text in both languages. 
 

There is much to remember about out towering hero who always supported others and their needs. He quietly 

took care of himself and wanted no trouble. 
 

Source: Much of this which Iôve written came from Puolalanka, the original Moilanen family home in Finland. 

It is the Wednesday issue, the 26th day of May, 1989. They are responding to the memorial for the 

100th anniversary of Louieôs death and included the story of their famous son. With obituary included dated 

October 10, 1913 in the paper from Kajaani Louie Moilanen is referred to as the Worldôs Tallest Man. 
 

Ruth Ojala, Library Volunteer 

GIFT SHOP 
 

The gift shop sales have been a bit slow this summer 

which is nothing unusual.  People are traveling and at 

their cottages, but I am happy to report things are go-

ing well and people are stopping more often to find 

the Finnish gems we have in stock. 
 

We are ordering new merchandise for Finn Fest USA. 

Some new candy and some lovely Iittala prod-

ucts.  New fun t-shirts have arrived and exciting new  

Moomin Books that bring joy to one and all. Nothing 

better than a good book to complete your sum-

mer.  Stop in to see the selections. 
 

If you are looking for something fun to do September 

19-22 we could use you at FinnFest. Give me a 

call.  This is a very special event.  Hope you will join 

the fun.    
 

Mary OôBrien 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP 
  
 

This past May the Scholarship Committee awarded 

scholarships to: Mitchell Hella, Peter Lowrance, 

Julia Pietila and Ian Sorensen . 
 

These scholarships were made possible because of 

the generous donation of the Knights and Ladies of 

Kaleva. We appreciate and thank them for providing 

these deserving students with monetary assistance.  

However, we are in desperate need of donations to 

continue our mission to help students further their 

education. 
 

We appreciate the many thank you notes that we re-

ceive from the students and their families. To quote 

one of many:  ñWe are grateful for all the encourage-

ment, interest and financial support shown to our 

young adult childrenò. 
 

When you give a memorial to the Finnish Center, 

please keep the students in mind and designate your 

donation for the Scholarship Committee. Your dona-

tions are greatly appreciated. 
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FINNISH AMERICAN SINGERS 
 

There has been a great deal of excitement among the Finnish American Singers of Michigan the past few 

months as we anticipated, speculated about and planned for FinnFest 2019. Hearing confirmation that the 

event was going to be taking place right in our backyard, so to speak, meant that participating would be facili-

tated since our group would not need to be concerned with lengthy travel times, transportation, or any of the 

other myriad issues that we would face far from home.   

 

Several members of the choir attended some planning meetings held locally, and expressed interest in partici-

pating somehow with the festivities. We had thought we would just sing at the tori (marketplace), which is 

generally a pretty informal location for performing. It was therefore a great surprise and honor when the chair 

of FinnFest, Marianne Wargelin, contacted our group with a proposal and request for our choir to sing at both 

the opening ceremonies the evening of Thursday, September 19th at the Civic Theater in Farmington and at a 

closing event Sunday evening, September 22nd at the FCA.   

 

FASM will be leading the singing of the three national anthems (Finland, USA, and Canada) as well as help-

ing commemorate the 75th anniversary of the September 19, 1944 signing of the Moscow armistice by singing 

Veteraanin iltahuuto (Veteranôs Hymn). The armistice, signed between Finland and the Soviet Union, ended 

the Continuation War, though the final peace treaty was not signed until 1947. The song is very popular in Fin-

land and the audience will have an opportunity to sing along with us during portions of the song.  Itôs my un-

derstanding that during the singing of this piece, a slide show or PowerPoint will show photographs from the 

wars.  In addition to these musical offerings, the choir will sing one song on their own.  It is quite an honor for 

our small, local group to be recognized in this wonderful, international way.   

 

For the Sunday concert on the 22nd, we are to be the warm-up ñactò for a kantele group, Kardemimmit, com-

prised of four very talented young women from Finland. We are excited to be singing an assortment of Finnish 

and English songs, a few favorites from our concerts. It will be a different experience for us, and hope you are 

there to hear both of our groups!  

 

This scribe hopes that you have reserved these festival days on your calendar and hopefully checked the 

FinnFest website for information about events, speakers, musicians, etc. The Finnish Center is playing a major 

role in hosting several events during the festival days and would appreciate inquiries regarding volunteering.  

Help make a difference in the success of this special event! Small amounts of time by many people mean more 

get to have fun, enjoy comradery, and share the load of responsibilities such an event engenders!  

 

Preparing for FinnFest 2019 leads the Finnish American Singers back to singing after the summer off. We will 

resume regular Monday evening, 7 pm practices September 30th in the FCA lounge!  Kiitos! 
 

Submitted by scribe, Katy Koskela   
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40+ YEARS OF MUSIC 
 

The Novi Concert Band has been performing at the 

Finnish Center for over 40 years. 

 

 

 

Pictured are Pearl 

Wanttaja and Novi 

Concert Band Director, 

Scott Cramer. Pearl 

was instrumental in 

seeking out the band to 

play at the Finnish 

Center the first week of 

June and continuing 

that tradition all these 

years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FCA Chairman, Mary 

O'Brien, attended the 

Novi Concert Band 

performance in June 

and introduced the 

band and the director 

to the audience 

that night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  SUNSHINE                        

LADY 

 
 

Sending get-well cards, anniversary, congratula-

tions, thinking-of-you cards and words-of-

encouragement cards to FCA members 

 

This little known function has been around for 

many years, and can only  be accomplished when I 

am notified that someone needs a card. Send or call 

your card requests to the attention of the ñSunshine 

Ladyò at the FCA. 
 

Thank you,  

Eunice Potti Gould 

KALEVA AT FINNFEST 
 

We have a great opportunity to learn more about the 

Kaleva organization and the Kalevala at FinnFest.  

Some of the lecturers are from Finland. 
 

A brief list of lectures:   

 

¶ The Kantele: its Preservation and Revival in 

Finnish America 

¶ The Kalevala today 

¶ How the Kalevela continues to have an active 

life in 21st century Finland 

¶ The Lord of the Rings and its Kalevala influ-

ence 

¶ Minna Canthôs ñtakeò on what the Kalevala 

gave her permission to do 
 

Remember, lectures are free with your registration. 
 

Enjoy FinnFest! 

Novi Concert Band 


