
November 2016 

FCA News  

Finn ish  Center  Assoc ia t i on  

  FOR MEMBERS OF THE FINNISH CENTER ASSOCIATION  

                                             CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
   NOVEMBER  

04  Friday Night Buffet 5 - 8 pm (menu page 9) 

04  Friday Pasty Prep 10 am 

05  Saturday Pasty Sale 8:30 am - 12 noon 

05  Rental 

06  Rentals 

07 - 09 Rentals 

09  Wednesday FCA Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

10  Thursday Nisu/Pulla Baking 9:30 am 

12  Saturday Scandinavian Bazaar 10 am - 4 pm 

13  Sunday Brunch Buffet 11:30 am - 1:30 pm 

13  Sunday Finnish Film, "Letters to Father Jacob"  2 pm 

13  Sunday Suomi Koulu 12 noon 

14  Monday Scholarship Meeting 1:30 pm 

16  Rental 

18  Friday Night Buffet 5 - 8 pm (menu page 9) 

19  Rental 

20  Sunday Suomi Koulu 12 noon 

27  Sunday Open House 1 - 4 pm 

30  Wednesday Monthly Luncheon 12 noon (page 13) 
 

   DECEMBER 

02  Friday Night Buffet 5 - 8 pm 

02  Friday Novi Community Band 7 pm (page 13) 

03  Saturday FCA 50th Anniversay Jubilee & Finnish                                                       

       Independence Day 5:30 pm (see page 6-8) 

04  Sunday FASM Concert 3 - 6 pm 

10  Rental 

11  Sunday Candlelight Service 2 - 4 pm (page 13) 

11  Sunday Suomi Koulu 12 noon 

13  Tuesday Little Christmas Concert 7 pm  

14  Rental 

14  Wednesday FCA Joint Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

16  Friday Night Buffet 5 - 8 pm 

17  Saturday Finnish Christmas Dinner & Childrenôs  

      Pikkujoulu 5 pm 

21  Rental 

     

Weekly Events 

 Finnish American Singers 

      Mondays 7 pm 

 Library 

      Open Monday 10 am-2 pm 

 Nikkarin Talo 

      Mondays 9 am 

 Finlandia Garden Club 

      Mondays 9 am 

 

Monthly Events 

 Finnish Conversation 

       1st Friday of the month 10 am 

 Sunday Brunch 

       11:30-1 pm 

 Book Club 

       Last Monday of the month 1 pm 

 Luncheon 

        Last Wednesday of the month  

        12  noon 

  Open House 

       Last Sunday of the month 1-4 pm 

The Center will be closed on  

Friday, November 25 following 

Thanksgiving 

No Sunday Brunch Buffet, Monthly Luncheon or  

Open House in December 
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35200 W. Eight Mile Road 

Farmington Hills, MI 

48335-5108 
Tel: (248) 478-6939 

Fax: (248) 478-5671 

finnishcenter@gmail.com 

www.finnishcenter.org 
 

Officers 
Mia Lamminen, Chairman 

Roger Wanttaja, Vice Chairman 

Robert Waissi, Secretary 

Marlene Ruuskanen, Treasurer 

Board of Trustees 

1 Year 

Lila Ball, Mia Lamminen, 

Margaret Laurila 

2 Year 

Olli Lamminen, Henrikki Pantsar, 

Marlene Ruuskanen 

3 Year 
Cynthia Haffey, Robert Waissi, 

Roger Wanttaja 

Alternates 

#1 Carol Tudball 
#2 Lois Makee 

#3 Wayne Walli 
 

Financial Review 

Fran Fadie, Eunice Gould, 

Sarah Wiideman 

Committee Chairpersons 

Building & Grounds 

Roger Wanttaja 
Cultural 

Yvonne Lockwood 

Education 

Katri Ervamaa 
Finance 

Olli Lamminen 

Gift Shop 

Mary OôBrien 
Mailing 

Alice Manley 

Membership 

Anu Pantsar 
Publicity & Publications 

Fran Fadie 

Social 

Lila Ball 

 

 
 

SENIOR CITIZEN HOUSING  

CORPORATION 

Paul C. Hendrickson, Chairman 
 

Tapiola Village 
Laura Fultz, Manager 

(248) 471-3802 

Tapiola@ameritech.net 
 

Freedom Square 

Theresa Show, Manager 
(248) 442-7250 

www.fcaseniorhousing.org  

CHAIRMANôS CORNER 
 

Celebrations for our 50th Anniversary started last month with our Folk Art 

Day.  It was nice to see all the different craftsmen presenting their skills. We 

had many crafts represented along with a fun folk dance demonstration and a 

Finnish National Costume showcase. A Finnish themed lunch was served as 

well, which was very popular. We ran out of few items! 
 

The food demonstration in October with Beatrice Ojakangas was a much an-

ticipated event highlighted by the luncheon following day. 
 

Preparation for our 50th Anniversary Jubilee on December 3 beginning with a  

5:30  pm cocktail hour followed by dinner are being confirmed.  The Honora-

ble Manu Virtamo, the newly appointed Consul General of Finland in New 

York is going to be our guest speaker. This will be followed with a dinner.  

Our Honorary Consul Mr. Paul Potti will talk about the Finnish Center.  He 

has been involved with it since the very beginning. His father Mr. Noah Potti 

was the first chairman of the center.  
 

Ms. Ruusamari Teppo, a great-great-granddaughter of Jean Sibelius and an 

accomplished pianist, will perform with our Katri Ervamaa, a cellist, music 

by Sibelius and Rautavaara. It was only last year that the whole world includ-

ing FCA celebrated the 150th Birthday of Jean Sibelius. This music perfor-

mance will most certainly honor our first 50 years in a most distinguished 

manner. 
 

Suomi Koulu children are active despite the lack of a teacher. The parents 

have stepped up and organized activities, the next one being a Halloween par-

ty followed by our ñPikkujouluò.  We hope to have a teacher by the beginning 

of the year.  The adult classes are starting in the beginning of November. 
 

November is the also the month we have our annual Bazaar held November 

12, 2016. Please keep this in mind and let your friends and neighbors know.  

The gift shop has been stocking up for this event and we hope to have a great 

turnout. Pasties and baked goods are also being sold at the event. 
 

Hope to see you all at the Center. Thanks to all who have volunteered in mak-

ing our many functions a possibility. Many members never see volunteers 

who make all these events a reality. A special thanks goes to Jim and Nancy 

Lee who help in setting up for the events. They are true Finns with very posi-

tive attitude doing what needs to be done and asking for nothing.  Kudos  to 

them.  
 

Looking forward to a fun fall and winter at  

the Finnish Center.   
 

Mia Lamminen,  

Chairman 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mia at Folk Art Day 



  

 
 

SUGAR ISLAND SAMPLER 

by Bernard Arbic 
 

I had not heard of the book although it came out in 1992. I knew there was such a place. Ira Harju wrote 

about Neebish Island where she lived for seven years as a child. Sugar Island was known for sugar plums 

and maple syrup. 
 

Samplers will taste wine or cheese or varieties of foods for a baking or cooking contest. A sampler is also 

defined as a piece of embroidered fabric in various kinds of stitching as a specimen of skill.  Bernard Ar-

bicôs collection of stories and facts can be termed a sampler. His account of life on this 47.9 square mile 

island positioned on the St. Maryôs River is essential to the history and the development of many of the 

border states, and can be identified by those of us whose parents and grandparents lived it. 
 

The book is a lesson in cooperation among the inhabitants who needed to share their ways of coping with 

the isolation and difficulty with necessary travel. One family might have a boat, another a horse or car, etc. 

These resourceful settlers needed to trust each other to survive. A sick child would have been a major cri-

sis. 
 

You will read about: 

The teachers were given a place in the community and provided room and board. They were treated with 

respect and given choices of how they would conduct their classes. Schools were spaced so that no child 

needed to walk too far to get to school. Terms were flexible as to weather and the time of year to help the 

students to fulfill the education requirements. 
 

Shared activities: 

 Build a Road Day 

Lighter boats, why and what they lightened. 

Sending hay to the horses in Kentucky. 

Harvesting ice which was sometimes sold to businesses at the ñSooò. 

Transporting milk cows, sheep and goats. 
 

Many business and industries have been successful there. Some had to leave for family reasons. Others 

were recruited by the Karelia Project for commercial living and working. Many returned due to discourage-

ment and feeling they had responded to false promises. Some were never seen again. 
 

A bridge to the mainland was considered. It was not approved by the majority. It was more important to 

keep their peaceful living and clean environment. They opted to build more roads for the cars which were 

brought over by ferry. 
 

Mr. Arbic has included countless first-hand stories from residents with good memories. He spent much of 

his youth living and vacationing where he acquired a special feeling for the land and its people.  
 

Through the years of crossing the Mackinaw Bridge and turning west (every summer) only once did we 

turn to the easternmost tip of the U.P. covered by the author.  Many years ago when our children were old 

enough to not object to their usual summer vacations on the farm with relatives, we surprised them with a 

trip to Cedarville. They stopped complaining when we found the little cabin in the woods with a path going 

down to our own private lake, for one week.  Our row boat was waiting.  We had fresh fish for dinner.  No 

           

(continued on page 4) 
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FROM THE LIBRARY 
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LIBRARY (continued from page 3) 
 

one needed to keep a conversation going. We were all into 

ourselves, savoring the peace and quiet. We didnôt need to 

go back. It might have changed the memory because a sec-

ond time would not be as exhilarating as the first.  
 

Sugar Island is inhabited by the Native Americans, namely 

Chippewa, French Canadians, English and Finnish. Most 

respected the land and left things, if anything, better than 

they found it. You will read about religious life, several 

churches that were built, and also the Sugar Island Town-

ship Community Center. 
 

The Osborn Preserve is a stay in itself. It consists of 3,000 

acres, about 10% of the island, and was donated in 1929 to 

the University of Michigan. 
 

Sugar Island was called International Island for a time 

(1946) when it was one of many candidates to become 

headquarters of the United Nations. 
 

This book is available in the library. 
 

Ruth Ojala, Library Volunteer 

FINNISH FILM SERIES CONTINUES 
 

Sunday, November 13 

 2:00 pm 

 

Letters to Father Jacob 
Postia Pappi Jaakobille 

Klaus Hªrº, Director 

 

2009 

 

After serving 12 years of a life sentence, Leila is par-

doned and released from prison. She begrudgingly 

accepts a job at a secluded, rather rundown parsonage 

as the personal assistant to the blind pastor, Father 

Jacob, whose life's mission is to answer the letters 

from parishioners in need of prayerful intercession on 

a variety of problems. Dutifully reading these pleas to 

her frail employer, Leila appears unmoved and even 

contemptuous. Too proud to ask for help herself, she 

can barely comprehend this outpouring of vulnerabil-

ity. Ultimately, Father Jacob's correspondence plays a 

role in Leila's own redemption and self-forgiveness. 



 MEMORIALS 
 

In memory of  FCA member Audrey Sakkinen 

Heikkila (9/7/16) a donation has been made by Paul 

& Lillian Lehto. 
 

In memory of FCA life member Toini Kesti 

(8/28/16) a donation has been made by Neil Manley. 
 

In memory of  FCA life member Doris Heikkinen 

(8/25/16) donations have been made by Maria Hill 

and Kathryn Hill. 
 

In memory of FCA life member Elvi Saviniemi 

(8/19/16) donations have been made by Maria Hill 

and Susan OôLeary. 

 

In memory of FCA life member Elsie Kauppila 

Ahonen (6/25/16) a donation has been made by Ray 

& Pearl Wanttaja. 
 

In memory of FCA life member Willi Rajala 

(6/28/16) donations have been made by George & 

Mary Leviska, Lois Makee, John Malmstrom, 

Charles & Elaine Lada, Thomas & Kathryn Kozak, 

Thomas & Sallie Herman, Dorothy B. Maki, and 

Gene & Marilyn Kramer. 
 

In memory of FCA life member Rafael Saviniemi 

(5/30/16) a donation has been made by Lois Makee. 
 

The FCA would also like to express condolences to 

the family and friends of the following: 
 

FCA life member Rosemary Hella (6/8/16) 

FCA member Richard ñDickò Maki (7/11/16) 

FCA member Doris Mollo Heinonen (7/16/16) 

FCA life member Doris Heikkinen (8/25/16) 
 

When making a memorial donation, you may direct 

it toward a specific fund. The funds available are: 

FCA General Fund, Library, Scholarship, Hoijakat 

Folk Dancers, Finn Weavers, Garden Club, Happi-

ness Fund, FinnFolk Musicians and Finnish Ameri-

can Singers. If a donation is undesignated, it goes to 
the General Fund for expenses of the Center. 
 

Please make your check out to the Finnish Center 

Association  and  send  donations  to:  FCA,  35200 

West Eight Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI 

48335. 
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GET WELL, THINKING OF YOU 
 

Sending get-well cards, thinking-of-you cards and 

words-of-encouragement cards to FCA members. 

 

Please notify me if you think someone might need 

warm and thoughtful wishes from the friends at the 

FCA. Send or call your card requests to the atten-

tion of the ñSunshine Ladyò at the FCA. 
 

Thank you,   

Eunice Potti Gould  

 

 
 

 

Also include all names of donors. If the deceased 

is a non-member of the FCA please include city 

and state of residence. 
 

You may also direct your donation toward the Sen-

ior Housing, but then your check must be made out 

to FCA Senior Housing Corp. 
 

Please include full name, address, and date of death 

of the deceased as well as the name and address of 

the next of kin to whom the acknowledgement card 

is to be mailed.  

 
 

SUNDAY  

BRUNCH BUFFET 
 

November 13 

11:30 am - 1:30 pm 
 

Adults $10, Children (12 & under) $5. The Finnish 

film Letters to Father Jacob will be shown at 2 pm 

following the brunch. See more information about 

the film on page 4 of this newsletter. 
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