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  FOR MEMBERS OF THE FINNISH CENTER ASSOCIATION  

                                             CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
October 

01  Saturday Flea Market 10 am - 3 pm 

02  Sunday Suomi Koulu 12 noon 

06  Thursday Nisu Bakers 9:30 am 

07  Friday Night Buffet 5 - 8 pm (see page 8) 

08  Rental 

09  Sunday Brunch 11 am - 1:30 pm (see page 10) 

09  Sunday Finnish Film, "Mother of Mine", at 2 pm 

12  Wednesday FCA Joint Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

15  Saturday Food Workshop with Beatrice  

      Ojakangas   1 pm 

16  Sunday Traditional Finnish Meal 1 pm 

16  Sunday Suomi Koulu 12 noon 

19  Rental 

21  Rental 

21  Friday Night Buffet 5 - 8 pm (see page 8) 

22  Rental 

23  Vietnam Presentation by Ed O'Brien 2 pm 

26  Wednesday Monthly Luncheon 12 noon 

30  Sunday Open House 1 - 4 pm (gift shop open) 

30  Sunday Suomi Koulu/Halloween Party 12 noon 

30  Sunday General Membership Meeting 2:30 pm 

November 

04  Friday Night Buffet 5 - 8 pm 

04  Friday Pasty Prep 10 am - 2 pm 

05  Saturday Pasty Sale 8:30 am - noon 

05  Rental 

06  Rental 

07  Rental 

08  Rental 

09  Rental 

09  Wednesday Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

11  Friday Bazaar Set Up 

12  Saturday Scandinavian Bazaar 10 am - 4 pm 

13  Sunday Brunch 11 am - 1:30 pm 

13  Sunday Suomi Koulu 12 noon 

13  Sunday Finnish Film 2 pm 

16  Rental 

18  Friday Night Buffet 5 - 8 pm 

Weekly Events 

 Finnish American Singers 

      Mondays 7 pm 

 Library 

      Open Monday 10 am-2 pm 

 Nikkarin Talo 

      Mondays 9 am 

 Finlandia Garden Club 

      Mondays 9 am 

 

Monthly Events 

 Finnish Conversation 

       1st Friday of the month 10 am 

 Sunday Brunch 

       11:30-1 pm 

 Book Club 

       Last Monday of the month 1 pm 

 Luncheon 

        Last Wednesday of the month  

        12  noon 

  Open House 

       Last Sunday of the month 1-4 pm 
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35200 W. Eight Mile Road 

Farmington Hills, MI 

48335-5108 
Tel: (248) 478-6939 

Fax: (248) 478-5671 

finnishcenter@gmail.com 

www.finnishcenter.org 
 

Officers 
Mia Lamminen, Chairman 

Roger Wanttaja, Vice Chairman 

Robert Waissi, Secretary 

Marlene Ruuskanen, Treasurer 

Board of Trustees 

1 Year 

Lila Ball, Mia Lamminen, 

Margaret Laurila 

2 Year 

Olli Lamminen, Henrikki Pantsar, 

Marlene Ruuskanen 

3 Year 
Cynthia Haffey, Robert Waissi, 

Roger Wanttaja 

Alternates 

#1 Carol Tudball 
#2 Lois Makee 

#3 Wayne Walli 
 

Financial Review 

Fran Fadie, Eunice Gould, 

Sarah Wiideman 

Committee Chairpersons 

Building & Grounds 

Roger Wanttaja 
Cultural 

Yvonne Lockwood 

Education 

Katri Ervamaa 
Finance 

Olli Lamminen 

Gift Shop 

Mary OôBrien 
Mailing 

Alice Manley 

Membership 

Anu Pantsar 
Publicity & Publications 

Fran Fadie 

Social 

Lila Ball 

 

 
 

SENIOR CITIZEN HOUSING  

CORPORATION 

Paul C. Hendrickson, Chairman 
 

Tapiola Village 
Laura Fultz, Manager 

(248) 471-3802 

Tapiola@ameritech.net 
 

Freedom Square 

Theresa Show, Manager 
(248) 442-7250 

www.fcaseniorhousing.org  

CHAIRMANôS CORNER 
 

The fall is upon us even though the weather feels more like summer! Our fall 

schedule is in full swing with the Friday Night Buffet, Open house, Monthly 

lunch. October will also have a Brunch with a little  different format. It will 

be a buffet style and will feature a special treat for you.  Make sure you mark 

your calendars for the Flea Market and Scandinavian Bazaar as well. 

Program planning is also under way for the 50th Anniversary Jubilee on De-

cember 3rd  in conjunction with Finnish Independence Day celebration. We 

have a lot of exiting plans under way in the form of performances and speech-

es and will let you know the details once they are confirmed. Mark you calen-

dar for this spectacular event.  50 years of continuous operation is worth cele-

brating and honoring all those who have made this center a reality and have 

volunteered here over the years! Hats off to all who have made our Center 

possible. 
 

Leena Mari, our adult Finnish School teacher is returning to the area again at 

the end of October and is interested in continuing teaching again as soon as 

she returns. We received a lot of positive feedback from her classes in the 

spring and are happy that she would like to continue teaching. Please let us 

know of your interest so she can plan the class/classes appropriately. We have 

not found a teacher for the children yet. Leena Mari is considering possibly 

helping out with that as well. 
 

We would love to hear from our young members their idea of what they 

would like the Finnish Center for them to be. Please drop us a line and tell us 

what you would like. Is the Finnish Center important for you in maintaining 

the Finnish Culture? What kind of functions would you like to have here that 

would bring you here?   
 

Please contact us with any questions or concerns! We would love to hear 

from you. 
 

Mia Lamminen 

Chairman 
 

 

 

 

 

Our 50th anniversary celebrations have started with a Folk 

Art Day and continuing this month with a Food workshop 

with Beatrice Ojakangas celebrated cookbook writer. She 

has written many books on Finnish Food. I personally 

have used her ñFinnish Cookbookò ever since immigrating 

from Finland. The Ojakangas cookbook has been extreme-

ly useful in learning to cook using ounces and pounds ver-

sus deciliters and grams. I hope to see you at this event, 

you will not be disappointed.   



  

 
 

 

Finland sent 54 athletes to compete in 15 events in the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro this summer. They 

returned with one medal, a bronze won by Mira Potkonen, a 35-year-old mother of two, in womenôs light-

weight boxing. This was Finlandôs most disappointing performance in its entire Olympic history. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

country race, in which he also won a silver medal in the team event. In his 5,000m victory he broke the 

world record and was the first person to run the distance under 15 minutes. The Russian flag was raised for 

Kolehmainen's victories, prompting him to say that he "almost wished he hadn't wonò. 
 

Finland has never missed a single Summer Olympics since their debut in 1908. Finland and Sweden are the 

only nations that have earned medals at every Olympic Games (summer and winter) since 1908. Finnish 

athletes have won a total of 302 medals at the Summer Games, mostly in athletics and wrestling and 161 

medals at the Winter Games, mostly in Nordic skiing events. 
 

One of Finlandôs greatest Olympians is Paavo Nurmi; he was known as ñThe King of Runnersò or the 

ñFlying Finnò. He dominated distance running in the early 20th century. Nurmi set 22 official world rec-

ords at distances between 1500 metres and 20 kilometres, and won nine gold and three silver medals in his 

twelve events in the Olympic Games. In 1920, Nurmi won three medals for Finland. At the following 

Olympic games in 1924, he won five gold medals. In 1928, Nurmi picked up another three medals, includ-

ing one gold. Nurmi set 22 official world records at distances between 1500 metres and 20 kilometres. At 

his peak, Nurmi was undefeated at distances from 800 m upwards for 121 races. Throughout his 14-year 

career, he remained unbeaten in cross country events and the 10,000 m. 
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FROM THE LIBRARY 

Finland first participated at the Olympic Games in 

1908 in London when it was still a Grand Duchy of 

Russia; the Finnish team refused to carry a flag when 

they were told it would be a Russian flag. Fifteen 

Finnish athletes participated but the star was Hannes 

Kolehmainen, a runner who, it is said, ñput Finland 

on the mapò. They took home 5 medals, 1 silver, 1 

gold (Kolehmainen) and three bronze. 
 

At the 1912 Olympic Games, Kolehmainen won gold 

in the 5,000m, the 10,000m and the individual cross-

Hannes 

Kolehmainen 

Paavo Nurmi    (continued on page 4) 
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Library (continued from page 3) 
 

After he retired from running, Nurmi coached Finnish runners, raised funds for Finland during the Winter 

War, and worked as a haberdasher, building contractor, and share trader, eventually becoming one of Fin-

land's richest people. He is memorialized in a statue in front of the Olympic stadium in Helsinki. A statue 

also memorializes Kolehmainen in his birthplace, Kuopio. Unlike Paavo Nurmi, he is wearing shorts be-

cause his wife said ñHe never ran in the nude and therefore you will not make a statue of him in the nude.ò 
 

Finland has hosted the summer Olympics once, in Helsinki in 1952. They were scheduled to host the 

Olympics in 1940 when Tokyo pulled out; however the games were canceled altogether after the outbreak 

of WW2. Sixty-nine countries sent participants. Paavo Nurmi carried the Olympic torch into the stadium 

and lit the Olympic flame; Hannes Kolehmainen lit the flame at the top of the stadium tower. Only the 

flame in the tower remained lit during the games. The Soviet Union, the People's Republic of China, Indo-

nesia, Israel, and Saarland made their Olympic debuts that year. Germany and Japan were invited after be-

ing barred in 1948. More world records were broken until surpassed by the 2008 Summer Olympics in 

Beijing. Finland won 22 medals (6 gold, 3 silver, and 13 bronze). 
 

An interesting event at that Olympic games: back in 1924, Bill Havens was chosen to represent the US in 

coxed eights rowing. However, he declined in order to stay home with his wife, who was expecting their 

first child. Twenty-eight years later, that child competed in Helsinki. His name was Frank Havens, and he 

claimed gold in the Canadian singles 10,000m canoeing event. 
 

Lillian Lehto   

  

                             

 

Saturday 

October 1 

 

10 am -  3 pm 
     

POKER ALL STARS 

 

 
 

 

Another successful fundraising poker event at Vi-

sion Lanes on September 1-4. 
 

Thank you to the following Poker All Stars: Neil 

Manley, Marlene Ruuskanen, Nancy Sanar, Norbert 

Leppanen, Paul Rajala, Mark Rikkonen, John Saari-

nen, Mark Belttari, Bruce Mikko, Roger Wanttaja, 

Aggie McManus and chairman Gene Belttari.   

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 
 

The Finnish Center continues to keep busy with 

events.  Be sure to check your newsletter and calen-

dar.  On Sunday, October 23 at 2:00pm our own 

Mary OôBrien and her son Ed will present a com-

mentary on Vietnam.  Refreshments served.  Come 

and see the recent beautiful country versus years 

ago. Thanks to the OôBrienôs for sharing this event! 
 

The October Monthly Luncheon is on Wednesday, 

October 26 at 12 noon.  The menu will be pot pies, 

mashed potatoes, salad and dessert. 
 

Did you mark your calendar for the Candle Light 

Service on Sunday, December 11 from 2ï4 pm  

dinner to follow. Call in reservations for dinner and 

an angel placed on a tree in "Remembrance of 

Loved One."  Donations only. 
 

Have a wonderful autumn season and enjoy our 

beautiful fall colors! 
 

Lila Ball 



 MEMORIALS 
 

In memory of  FCA member Audrey Sakkinen 

Heikkila (9/7/16) a donation has been made by Paul 

& Lillian Lehto. 
 

In memory of FCA life member Toini Kesti 

(8/28/16) a donation has been made by Neil Manley. 
 

In memory of  FCA life member Doris Heikkinen 

(8/25/16) donations have been made by Maria Hill 

and Kathryn Hill. 
 

In memory of FCA life member Elvi Saviniemi 

(8/19/16) donations have been made by Maria Hill 

and Susan OôLeary. 

 

In memory of FCA life member Elsie Kauppila 

Ahonen (6/25/16) a donation has been made by Ray 

& Pearl Wanttaja. 
 

In memory of FCA life member Willi Rajala 

(6/28/16) donations have been made by George & 

Mary Leviska, Lois Makee, John Malmstrom, 

Charles & Elaine Lada, Thomas and Kathryn Kozak, 

Thomas & Sallie Herman, Dorothy B. Maki, and 

Gene & Marilyn Kramer. 
 

In memory of FCA life member Rafael Saviniemi 

(5/30/16) a donation has been made by Lois Makee. 
 

The FCA would also like to express condolences to 

the family and friends of the following: 
 

FCA life member Rosemary Hella (6/8/16) 

FCA member Richard ñDickò Maki (7/11/16) 

FCA member Doris Mollo Heinonen (7/16/16) 

FCA life member Doris Heikkinen (8/25/16) 
 

When making a memorial donation, you may direct 

it toward a specific fund. The funds available are: 

FCA General Fund, Library, Scholarship, Hoijakat 

Folk Dancers, Finn Weavers, Garden Club, Happi-

ness Fund, FinnFolk Musicians and Finnish Ameri-

can Singers. If a donation is undesignated, it goes to 
the General Fund for expenses of the Center. 
 

Please make your check out to the Finnish Center 

Association  and  send  donations  to:  FCA,  35200 

West Eight Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI 

48335. 
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GET WELL, THINKING OF YOU 
 

Sending get-well cards, thinking-of-you cards and 

words-of-encouragement cards to FCA members. 

 

Please notify me if you think someone might need 

warm and thoughtful wishes from the friends at the 

FCA. Send or call your card requests to the atten-

tion of the ñSunshine Ladyò at the FCA. 
 

Thank you,   

Eunice Potti Gould  

 

 
 

 

Also include all names of donors. If the deceased 

is a non-member of the FCA please include city 

and state of residence. 
 

You may also direct your donation toward the Sen-

ior Housing, but then your check must be made out 

to FCA Senior Housing Corp. 
 

Please include full name, address, and date of death 

of the deceased as well as the name and address of 

the next of kin to whom the acknowledgement card 

is to be mailed.  

 
 

HELP WANTED 
 

The Center is looking for 

someone to help out in the 

accounting office on a part-

time basis. If you can help 

please contact the FCA office 

at (248) 478-6939. 
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The Macomb Symphony Orchestra  

Thomas Cook, Director  

  
 

                                 PRESENTS  
  

�´�)�,�1�/�$�1�'�,�$�µ�� 
  

WITH MUSIC AND CULTURE OF FINLAND  

  

AND THE FINNISH AMERICAN SINGERS OF MICHIGAN  

  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2016  

8:00 PM  

  

MACOMB CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS  

(M59 AT GARFIELD, CLINTON TOWNSHIP)  

  

$24.00 Admission  

$18.00 Seniors/Students  

  

For tickets call:  

Macomb Center Box Office  

(586) 286-2222  
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Ride the bus to the Macomb 

Center for only $5.00.  Sign up 

in the gift shop or contact Paul 

Rajala at (248) 926-0532. 


