
September 2013 

FCA News  

Finn ish  Center  Assoc ia t i on  

  FOR MEMBERS OF THE FINNISH CENTER ASSOCIATION  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

 AUGUST 

  16 Friday Dinner 5-8 pm -  Reservations by previous Wednesday 

        Baked or fried cod, roast beef, mostaccioli, mashed potato & gravy, mixed vegetable 

 25 Open House 1-4 pm 

 26 Monday Book Club 1-2 p.m. - History of Finnish Language 

 28 Wednesday Luncheon 12-3 pm -  Reservations by previous Monday 

        Barbeque, cheesy potato, cole slaw and dessert 
 

 SEPTEMBER 
 1-4 Poker 

    6 Finnish Conversation Group 

  Friday Dinner 5-8  pm -  Reservations by previous Wednesday 

    8  Sunday Brunch 12-1:30 pm in the Lounge 

 11 Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

 20  Friday Dinner 5-8 pm -  Reservations by previous Wednesday 

 21 Saturday Pasty Bake (see article page 2) 

 22 Sunday Lillian Lehto Presentation -   ñCopper Country Strike of 1913ò   

  25  Monthly Luncheon 12-3 pm  -  Reservations by previous Monday 

 28 Saturday Silent Auction and Live Auction 

 29 Open House 1-4 pm 

 30  Monday Book Club 1-2 pm 

 

 OCTOBER  

   4 Friday Finnish Conversation Group 

  Friday Dinner 5-8 pm  -  Reservations by previous Wednesday 

 7-10  Poker 

   9 Joint Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

 11-12 Flea Market 10 am-4 pm 

 13 Sunday Brunch 12-1:30 pm 

 18 Friday Dinner 5-8 pm  -  Reservations by previous Wednesday 

 27 Open House 1-4 pm 

 28 Monday Book Club 1-2 pm 

 30 Monthly Luncheon 12-3 pm  -  Reservations by previous Monday 

 

 NOVEMBER 

   1 Taste of Finland Dinner 7 pm (see article on page 4) 

   2 Taste of Finland Sampling Noon-10 pm 

RESERVATIONS ARE  

REQUIRED ON  

DINNERS AND LUNCHEONS 
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E & G Heating  

Heating and Cooling 
Service and Installation 

Mostly Residential 

(734) 812-6318  

Greg Makila 

SEPTEMBER 

 PASTIES 
 

The next pasty bake is Saturday, Sep-

tember 21st. Make your reservations 

by September 16 signing up on the 

sheet in the FCA lobby, by calling the 

Finnish Center, or email at fca-

pasties@comcast.net. All orders must 

be picked up on Saturday between 11 

am and 4 pm. Sign up early so you 

donôt miss out. 
 

Save 10% on orders of 10 or more 

pasties by ordering through the email. 

Orders must be picked up on Satur-

day to receive the discount. 
 

Pasty sales are one of the biggest fund 

raising activities at the FCA, but we 

could produce even more revenue, 

which is sorely needed at this time.  

Our sales are not limited by the num-

ber of customers, but by the lack of 

volunteers to help with making the 

product. 
 

To volunteer, simply sign up on the 

sheet   in  the  lobby  or  contact  Paul  

Rajala by phone (248) 926-0532 or 

by email  at fca-pasties@comcast.net. 

35200 W. Eight Mile Road 

Farmington Hills, MI 

48335-5108 
Tel: (248) 478-6939 

Fax: (248) 478-5671 

fcacenter@sbcglobal.net 

www.finnishcenter.org 
 

Officers 
Lois Makee, Chairman 

Roger Wanttaja, Vice Chairman 

Robert Waissi, Secretary 

Marlene Ruuskanen, Treasurer 
 

Board of Trustees 
1 Year 

Frank Gottberg, Cortland Book,  

Lila Ball 
 

2 Year 

Carl Aebersold, Olli Lamminen,  
Marlene Ruuskanen 
 

3 Year 

Lois Makee, Roger Wanttaja,  

Robert Waissi 
 

Alternates 

#1  Paavo Kurvi 
#2  Terry Ball 
 

Financial Review 

Eunice Gould, Hilkka Ketola, 

Melissa Biddix-Hill 
 

Committee Chairpersons 
Building & Grounds 

Carl Aebersold 

Cultural 

Carl Aebersold & Hilkka Ketola 
Education 

Hanna Hall 

Finance 

Mia Lamminen 
Gift Shop 

Margaret Laurila 

Membership 

Mia Lamminen 
Publicity & Publications 

Nancy Sannar 

Social 

Lila Ball 
 

SENIOR CITIZEN HOUSING  

CORPORATION 

Paul C. Hendrickson, Chairman 
 

Tapiola Village 

Laura Fultz, Manager 

248 471-3802 

Tapiola@ameritech.net 
 

Freedom Square 

Jennifer Bridges, Manager 

248 442-7250 

 

HIDDEN GEM  

OF THE FCA 
 

Stop by the FCA library on the last 

Monday of the month and discover 

a true hidden gem, the Book and 

Journal Club. Headed by Donald 

Autio and Lillian Lehto, a variety of 

topics related to Finnish culture, 

history, current events, and yes, 

even books, are presented and dis-

cussed. 
 

It is always a fascinating and inter-

esting meeting and welcomes those 

who would like to come by to listen 

and discuss our common Finnish 

heritage. 
 

Monday, August 26, we will be 

learning about the history of the 

Finnish language. In September the 

possible topics are the History of 

the Finns in Detroit, Copper Coun-

try towns, and the fictional book 

series Misery Bay. 
 

All are welcome to drop by Mon-

day, August 26 at 1:00 p.m. in the 

FCA library, as well as the last 

Monday of each month at the same 

time and place. Discover and enjoy 

an hour or so of gathering together 

to learn more about all things Finn-

ish! 

FCA RETURNS 

TO REGULAR 

HOURS 
 

10 AM-4 PM 

MONDAY, 

WEDNESDAY, 

& FRIDAY 
 

SATURDAY 10-2 PM 
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CHAIRMANôS COLUMN 
 

We all owe a special THANK YOU to the few vol-

unteers that work to bring in revenue to keep our 

doors open. 
 

Cultural committee provides presentations, concerts, 

lectures, workshops, Finnish Independence Day, etc. 
 

Social committee provides a tasty luncheon the last 

Wednesday of every month; runs a silent and live 

auction each September; provides food for the Flea 

Market and Bazaar; makes pasties at the FCA and 

sells them at a Farmerôs Market, etc. 
 

Friday night dinners, Gift Shop provides Finnish 

items for sale. 
 

This list goes on, but our volunteers cannot continue 

indefinitely. For the last two months I have request-

ed additional volunteers with only two members 

coming forth. We need more attending our activities 

and more assisting the volunteers that are so faithful 

in doing what they do. 
 

We also need new ideas like the Finnish Breakfast 

and Taste of Finland. 

 

Lois Makee, Chairman 

 

SEPTEMBER IN THE GARDENS 
 

The Garden Club has had a great summer this 

year. Our vegetable gardens have produced like 

gangbusters due to the consistent rain. In fact we 

havenôt had to use any water from the FCA as na-

ture has filled our 16 rain barrels enabling us to 

supplement our watering of the vegetables and 

flowers whenever necessary. 
  
We had a wonderful group luncheon on Monday, 

August 19. This is something we try to do at least 

once each summer and we celebrated Labor Day 

together both working in the gardens and having a 

small get together. We are a great group ï we 

work hard and we take time to have fun. Some-

times we even stop and smell the roses! 
 

The scouts have finished the wetland walkway.  If 

you visit early in the morning you may see deer. 

There is a very nice bench at the end on which to 

sit and perhaps have that first cup of morning cof-

fee and listen to the many birds who visit the area, 

especially the feeder and houses set up in the area. 

The swallows keep the mosquitoes away so no 

need for repellant. 
 

If you find yourself with extra time and wish to 

spend it outdoors, please feel free to drop by on 

Monday morning. If you have any questions or 

comments, please contact Gayle Gullen at (734) 

546-5190 or gaylegullen@hotmail.com. 

POKER NIGHTS ARE BACK 
 

New Location 

Vision Bowling Lanes 

 38250 Ford Rd.,  Westland 

September 1,2,3 and 4 

October 7,8,9 and 10 

 

Please contact Gene Belttari (734) 416-8644 

Email- ebelttari@wowway.com 

FCA DIRECTORY UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The FCA is compiling updated directories. If you 

would like a copy of this updated directory, call the 

FCA office to put your name on the list or send us a 

note or email. They wonôt be available for a few 

months, but we need to know how many need to be 

printed. Thank you. 

 

mailto:ebelttari@wowway.com
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TASTE OF FINLAND FUNDRAISER 
 

Come see - better yet, come and taste, it will be fun and your taste buds will thank you. 

bring your Family and Friends, it will be delicious, it will be yummy,  

it is comfort food, it is traditional, it will be surprising, it will blow you away, please join us on: 

Friday, November 1 at 7:00 pm.  Dinner at FCA (reservations) cost $35 per person. 

Saturday, November 2 ñTaste of Finland at FCAò,  walk in noon to 10:00 pm, $1-$5 per taste 
 

Chef  Eero Salanen  from  Joesuu, Finland, became a chef in 1993.  He is  married  to  Anneli  and has three 

children and two grandchildren. His work experiences range from Joensuu to the President Hotel in Helsin-

ki. He has worked with the Viking Lines cruise ship between Finland and Estonia, and Finland and Sweden. 

Chef Eero has also worked for the sailing club and travels as their chef for different events. He loves the 

outdoors, fishing, berry and mushroom picking, as well as swimming and reading.   

 

The idea for this event started with my daughters, when I asked them what they would enjoy and be willing 

to spend their money on, and as a side, how can we raise funds for FCA to maintain this great cultural facili-

ty?  They suggested a celebration with Finnish Foods, since everyone loves food! And so, ñTaste of Finland 

at FCAò was born.   

 

We applied for a grant from the Finlandia Foundation asking for funds to bring a Chef from Finland, and 

were delighted to receive the grant to help pay for Chef Eero Salanenôs airline ticket. It will be a pleasure to 

have him instruct us with classic favorites, and to ñstep it up another notchò with new food experiences. 

 

We are planning two events.  On Friday night, ñA Taste of Finlandò dinner with our Chef explaining the dif-

ferent foods that we will be eating. You will need to make reservations for this event; the cost will be $35 

per person. Please make your reservations at FCA as soon as possible - this will tantalize your taste buds for 

sure. 

 

On Saturday, with 30 to 35 different foods to taste, we will use some imported foods from Finland, but also   

produce from local farmers to make some of the best Finnish foods using our Mothersô recipes, and the 

Chefôs great Finnish recipes and food demonstrations. The food will be bite size and the cost will be from $1 

to $5 depending on the food item. Come taste and learn about Finnish Cuisine. 

 

This will be a great event for your family and friends, to truly taste all the different traditional foods and 

many new foods. Chef Eero Salanen will be providing demonstrations and will be happy to talk to you about 

the Finnish Food Culture.   

 

Please support this fun event and bring your friends. If you know any ñfoodiesò out there, make sure you tell 

them about the ñTASTE of FINLAND at FCAò. We have a lot of volunteers, but are always looking for 

more. Your support by attending would be greatly appreciated and donations are also welcome. 
 

Hilkka Ketola 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 



MEMORIALS 
 

When making a memorial donation, you may di-

rect it toward a specific fund. 
 

The funds available are: FCA General Fund, Li-

brary, Scholarship, Hoijakat Folk Dancers, Drama 

Club, Finn Weavers, Garden Club, Soittoniekat/

FinnFolk Musicians and Finnish American Sing-

ers. 
 

If a donation is undesignated, it goes to the General 

Fund for expenses of the Center. 
 

The family of the deceased may direct undesignat-

ed donations toward a specific fund (up to one year 

after date of death). 
 

Please make your check out to the Finnish Center 

Association and send donations to: FCA, 35200 

West Eight Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI 

48335. Donations received by the 5th of each 

month will be published in the next monthôs news-

letter. 
 

You may also direct your donation toward the El-

dersô Housing, but then your check must be made 

out to FCA Senior Housing Corp. 
 

Please include full name (with middle initial), ad-

dress, dates of death and birth of the deceased as 

well as the name and address of the next of kin to 

whom the acknowledgement card is to be mailed. 
 

If you know of a member, parent or child of a 

member who has passed away, please call the FCA 

at (248) 478-6939. 

 

In memory of FCA life member Lillian Haveri 

(5/1/13) donations have been made by Maria Hill, 

Ida & Stan Michelson, Nicole Lipka and Nadine & 

Matt Schaeffer. 

 

In memory of FCA life member Harry Niemi  

(5/3/13) a donation has been made by Margaret & 

Howard Puuri. 

 

In memory of FCA life member Howard Alan 

(5/18/13) a donation has been made by Loyal Ala-

niva. 
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Neil J. Lehto 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Attorney and Counselor At Law 
 

nlehto@sbcglobal.net 
 

4051 Wakefield Road                        

Berkley, Michigan 48072    

 

 (248) 545-1753  (Phone & Fax) 

In memory of FCA life member Virginia Timonen 

(7/8/13) donations have been made by Kay Simo, 

Pearl & Ray Wanttaja, Betty & Leonard Holmbo 

and Connie Fosness. 

 

In memory of FCA life member  Eleanore Keranen  

(7/10/13) donations have been made by Kay Simo, 

Pearl & Ray Wanttaja, Fern Malila and the 

Keranen Family. 

 

In memory of FCA ife member Robert (Bob) Salo 

(7/21/13) donations have been made by Dee & 

Fred Abersold, Denise & Cortland Book, Pearl & 

Ray Wanttaja, Kay Simo, Betty & Leonard 

Holmbo and Connie Fosness. 

 

In memory of FCA life member Judith Keranen 

(10/6/11) a donation has been made by Fern Malila. 

 
 

The FCA also wishes to extend condolences to the 

family and friends of: 

 

Virginia Timonen (7/8/13) 

Eleanore Keranen (7/21/13 

Robert Salo (7/21/13) 
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SUNSHINE 

LADY 
 

Sending get-well cards, thinking-of-you cards and 

words-of-encouragement cards to FCA members. 

 

This little known function has been around for many 

years, and can only  be accomplished when I am no-

tified that someone needs a card. Send or call your 

card requests to the attention of the ñSunshine La-

dyò at the FCA. 

 

Thank you, Eunice Potti Gould 

GOING PLACES 
 

Westview Orchards, Octogan House and Leader Dogs for the Blind, Tuesday, October 8, $69. First we 

tour the Westview Orchards where you can pick your own apples to take home. Next we go to Washington, 

MI to tour the Octogan House and have lunch. Finally we go to Rochester to tour the Leader Dogs for the 

Blind facilities to learn how these dogs are trained. Combo with Nardineers on 11 Mile Rd. Depart at 8:00 

am and return about 6:30 pm. 

Cornwellôs Turkeyville, Thursday, December 5, $71. The play ñTwo Guys and a Christmas Treeò should 

get us into the Christmas spirit. Includes all you can eat turkey buffet. Combo with Nardineers on 11 Mile 

Rd. Depart at 9:30 am and return about 6:30 pm. 

Holiday Glitz in Rochester, Tuesday, December 17, $68. We will tour the Meadow Brook Hall with all its 

beautiful Christmas decorations. Next we will have dinner at 4:30 pm at the Rochester Mills Brew Co. 

which is the former historic Western Knitting Mill. Lastly we will have a driving tour of The Big Bright 

Light Show in downtown Rochester. This holiday display is unlike any in the Midwest. The buildings in 

downtown Rochester will be covered with more than 1.5 million lights. Combo with Nardineers. Depart 

1:00 pm and return about 8:30 pm. 

If you leave your car at the FCA while on a trip, please park at the north end of the property. If you park 

near the main or lounge entrances you are using spaces needed for other functions. 
 

Pearl Wanttaja (248) 541-0054 
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FROM THE FCA LIBRARY  

We are adding the following items to our collec-

tion: 
 

FINLAND, edited by Doreen Taylor-Wilkie. This 

is another travel book about Finland in the Insight 

Guides series. Even if you never plan to step on a 

plane headed for Finland, this is fine for armchair 

travel. Contains much interesting information about 

modern, not your grandparents' Finland. We 

shelved this under Dewey number 914.71 Fi. 
 

DEATHôS DOOR: The Truth Behind the Italian 

Hall Disaster and the Strike of 1913, second edi-

tion, by Steve Lehto. Steve has done much exten-

sive research since the first edition of DEATHôS 

DOOR, resulting in an expanded and updated ver-

sion of the original. It includes many discoveries 

made since the first edition was published, includ-

ing the name of the culprit who probably was the 

one who hollered ñFireò when there was none, re-

sulting in the death of 73 people. Peter Werbe, host 

of ñNightcallò on WRIF-FM 101.1 Detroit, says of 

this book ñLehto puts events back together with the 

eye of a crime-scene investigator and first-class 

historian.ò You will find this in 977.4 Le.  
 

ANNIE CLEMENC & the Great Keweenaw Cop-

per Strike by Lyndon Comstock. Annie Clemenc 

(1888-1956), also known as ñBig Annieò (she was 

6 feet, 2 inches tall), was born in Calumet, Michi-

gan, the daughter of Croatian immigrants. Her fa-

ther was employed in one of the Calumet and Hecla 

mines. She founded and served as president of the 

Womenôs Auxiliary No. 15 of the Western Federa-

tion of Miners. During the strike of 1913 she led 

marches supporting the strikers, carrying a large 

American flag on a ten-foot pole. In August 1913 

Annie with her flag led the funeral procession for 

the funeral of Alis Tijan and Steve Putrich, who 

were killed in the Seberville Affair.  She also led 

the procession of mourners during the funeral for 

the Italian Hall Disaster victims. Some have re-

ferred to her as ñThe American Joan of Arcò. Ella 

Bloor Reeve said of her ñAnnie was one of the 

most truly heroic women I have ever met.ò You 

can find Annieôs story in the Biography section, 

where books are filed in alphabetical order by sub-  

ject (the last name of the person the book is about).  
 

CORNETS AND PICKAXES by Paul Niemisto. Dr. 

Niemisto, a professor of music at St. Olaf College in 

Northfield, Minnesota, is also the founder and direc-

tor of the Finnish American Brass Ensemble 

Ameriikan Poijat. In this extremely well-researched 

book he tells the stories of Finnish bands, mostly in 

Minnesota, but also wherever immigrants formed 

their bands. Immigrants brought their love of music 

with them and almost every town had its band, usual-

ly complete with uniforms.  Some were affiliated 

with the Temperance societies, and others with the 

Socialist-connected halls. Osmo  Vªnskª,  Music Di-

rector and conductor of the Minnesota Orchestra, had 

this to say about CORNETS AND PICKAXES: ñI 

am one of the newer Finnish musicians in Minnesota. 

But we can look back more than a century to when 

hundreds came here to play in brass bands in the 

mining and lumbering communities ñup north.ò Paul 

Niemistoôs new book ñCornets & Pickaxesò is the 

first written history of that era of music-making and 

these pages make a convincing case that the Finns 

made a great contribution to Minnesota culture. It is 

also a good overview of the band music history in 

Finland and a summary of contemporary musical life 

among Finnish Americans.ò This book is shelved in 

785.Ni. 
 

AMERICAôS ANCIENT INDUSTRY. This is a 

DVD about the copper industry beginning from its 

very earliest days. Very informative and interesting. 

We have shelved this on our non-book media shelf 

on the north wall of the library. Dewey number 622.  
 

As we age, we become increasingly concerned about 

Alzheimerôs. I read something very interesting re-

cently: it has been observed that reading may prevent 

or at least delay Alzheimerôs. Television does not 

have the same effect. So get off that couch and come 

in for some Alzheimerôs preventive medication! 

Lillian Lehto, Librarian 
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SOCIAL 

 
The July luncheon was well attended. We appreci-

ate your making reservations, so that we knew how 

many meals to prepare. The 50/50 raffle winner 

was Marge Salo and other prize winners were: Na-

talie McCue, Cheryl Swies, Charmaine Harma, Dee 

Abersold, Ruben Nayback, Liz McCue, Millie Har-

ju, Ed Gilbert, Gladys Gooding, Elaine Lada, Don-

na Williams, Terry Ball, Connie Fosness, Pearl 

Wanttaja, Debbie Rajala and Barbara Whitty. 

 

At the August luncheon we will be serving barbe-

que, cheesy potatoes, cole slaw and dessert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We always appreciate your comments on improv-

ing the events and perhaps new functions for the 

FCA. Terry and I started having a booth at a local 

Farmerôs Market, selling various items. It has been 

successful for the FCA. It has been an opportunity 

to introduce people to the FCA and meet local 

Finns from the area. Iôd like some members to call 

the office if you would be interested in helping us 

to make pasties. 

 

We appreciate your comments and input. 

 

Lila and Terry Ball 

SEPTEMBER 

GIFT SHOP SALE 
 

Finnish language cards 

Dictionaries 

Books with CDôs 

New jackets & Caps 

Blueberry & filled licorice 

Xylitol gum 

 
Hours of operation: 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

10 am to 4 pm 

During all FCA functions. 

 

FLEA MARKET 
 

October 12 & 13 - 10 am to 4 pm.   

Reservations due on September 20 
 

This is a fund-raiser for the Finnish 

Center, and we would like volunteers 

to assist us in setting items on the ta-

bles, selling, and closing. 

 

REMINDER  
 

FASM  

REHEARSALS BEGIN 

 

MONDAY,  

SEPTEMBER 9  

7:00 pm 

SCANDINAVIAN BAZAAR 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2013 

10 am ï 4 pm 

at 

Finnish Center Association 

35200 W. Eight Mile Road 

Farmington Hills, MI 48335 

(248) 478-6939 or (734) 834-6085 
 

Enjoy good Scandinavian food and 

good music while strolling through  

our many crafters and vendors! 

 

Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Norway & Iceland 


